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BACKGROUND
This comment is filed on behalf of the Justice of the Peace Bench in Maricopa County.  At a bench meeting on April 14, 2021, the proposal to permanently allow telephonic arraignments for limited jurisdiction courts, for both civil and criminal traffic cases, was endorsed by a unanimous vote of our bench.  
WHILE CURRENT AND UPCOMING ADVANCES IN COURT TECHNOLOGY ARE ENCOURAGING, JUDICIAL POLICYMAKERS SHOULD NOT OVERLOOK THE SIMPLICITY AND VALUE OF A TELEPHONE CONVERSTATION.     
All of the rationale submitted by Judge Andrew Hettinger is sound and need not be repeated.  The value of allowing defendants to appear by phone for arraignments cannot be overstated for defendants, court staff, and judges.      
Communicating with high volume courts only in person, only by some type of video link (which may not always be available), or only in writing is problematic.  Maricopa County Justice Court Administration developed the attached form titled, “Arraignment Plea During Public Health Emergency.”  While the form is intended to be user friendly and self-explanatory, it still depends on the defendant receiving it by regular mail,
 understanding it, completing it, and mailing it back to the correct court on time.  Many courts also encourage communication by e-mail.  
Communicating with defendants by e-mail may be cumbersome.
  What could be resolved in a two or three minute phone call, often requires an unnecessarily long e-mail conversation lasting several days.  When the defendant is requesting something (e.g. an extension of time), the e-mail often must be treated as a motion.  To put the volume of potential e-mails coming into courts in perspective, in February 2021, the Justice Courts in Maricopa County received 8,684 civil traffic tickets, 638 DUI cases, and 1,227 additional criminal traffic tickets.  
CONCLUSION


 
 We respectfully request that the amendment to Arizona Rule of Criminal Procedure 14.3 be adopted as offered.  Doing so will increase access to the courts and will facilitate effective case flow management.     
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, this 19th day of April 2021.













/s/ Keith Russell
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Attachment:

Arraignment by Mail Form  

� Although it is not something we measure, by the time of the scheduled arraignment, approximately 30% of the defendants who receive a traffic ticket no longer reside at the address listed on ticket.


    


� In addition to issues associated with volume, the general public has an expectation that there will be some type of 24 hour per day chat service available.  On Mondays, courts often receive e-mails demanding to know why nobody responded to an e-mail sent to the court on the previous Saturday.  
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