CIVIL RULES
Rule CV-1. Motions and Special Matters--Non-Criminal Matters
A. Motion Calendar.  A division may establish a specific day in which it will hear all oral arguments concerning motions; pretrial conferences; and, other short causes or other designated matters that may or may not require the presentation of evidence or testimony.  Should this day be a legal holiday these matters will be heard on the following day.

B. Submission upon Memorandum. All motions shall be in accordance with Rule 7.1(a), Arizona Rules of Civil Procedure, and shall be deemed submitted upon memoranda unless the motion or response contains in the caption the words “oral argument requested”. Oral argument on all motions shall be limited to ten (10) minutes for each side, unless additional time is requested by any party and granted by the court. Motions for which oral argument has not been requested will be considered for decision upon expiration of the time prescribed for filing of a reply. The fact that either party has requested oral argument upon the motion, or that the motion has been set down for oral argument by the court shall not in any way relieve the parties from the filing of written memoranda required by Rule 7.1(a), Arizona Rules of Civil Procedure.
C. Length of Motions and Memoranda. Unless otherwise permitted by the Court, a motion and the response thereto, including their supporting memoranda, shall not exceed fifteen (15) pages each, exclusive of attachments and any required statement of facts. Unless otherwise permitted by the Court, a reply, including its supporting memorandum

, shall not exceed ten (10) pages, exclusive of attachments.

D. B. Motions to Compel. When a motion for an order compelling discovery is brought pursuant to Rule 37(a) (2) , Arizona Rules of Civil Procedure, the moving party shall set forth, separately from any memoranda of law and in distinct, numbered paragraphs, the following:


(1) the question propounded, the interrogatory submitted, the designation requested, or the inspection requested;


(2) the answer, designation, or response received; and


(3) the reason(s) why said answer, designation, or response is deficient.
The foregoing requirement shall not apply where there has been a complete and total failure to respond to a discovery request or set of discovery requests.

Counsel and/or the moving party, in the separate statement of moving counsel, shall specify the particulars of the personal consultation, or efforts towards personal communication if such personal consultation did not occur, in support of any request for attorney’s fees as a sanction.

Rule CV-2. Trial Calendar and Dismissals for Failure to Prosecute

A. The Clerk of this court shall maintain an Active Calendar and an Inactive Calendar and cases shall be placed thereon, respectively, by the Clerk as provided by Rule 38.1(c) and (d), Arizona Rules of Civil Procedure.

Any civil action shall be dismissed for failure to prosecute upon written motion and notice to opposing counsel, in the discretion of the court, upon the following grounds and conditions:

1. Failure to comply with Rule 38.1, Rules of Civil Procedure, within sixty (60) days after the date of the order for a new trial, or the date of the filing of the mandate of the Court of Appeals or Supreme Court.

2. For other appropriate reasons.

B. No dismissal shall be ordered during any period that the court finds that a necessary party to the action is in the military service of the United States and is unable during such period to be present at the trial by virtue of such service.

C. In any pending civil case where When a civil case is set for trial and the parties announce settlement without submitting a final judgment or an order of dismissal, the court shall place it on the dismissal inactive calendar for a period up to sixty (60) calendar days with notice to the parties that a final judgment or an order of dismissal is required.  The court shall dismiss the case after sixty (60) days the applicable timeframe unless a final judgment or an order of dismissal is entered, except that, upon a party’s motion, the court shall reset the case matter it for trial.

Rule CV-3. Trial Settings, Attorney Conflicts
A. All trial settings shall be in accordance with Rule 38.1, Arizona Rules of Civil Procedure.

B. In the event any counsel or party shall have a conflict in trial settings, that party shall promptly notify all counsel and the Court in each case wherein the conflict exists of the existence of the conflict. The conflict shall be resolved by the judge to whom the case with the lowest case number is assigned. Except for good cause, the court should determine priority of cases according to applicable statutes and rules and, between cases of the same type, the court should give priority to the case with the Clerk's lowest assigned number.
Rule CV-4. Stipulations
No agreement, stipulation or consent between parties, or their attorneys, in respect to the proceedings in a cause before the court shall be considered by the court unless it be in writing filed with the Clerk or dictated in open court., except that counsel may orally consent out of court as to the continuance of a matter provided proper notification to the Clerk is given.

Rule CV-5. Briefs, Instructions and Interrogatories to Juries
A. Briefs. Any party may file a trial brief. When any matter is submitted to a trial judge for decision, and the filing of briefs is requested by the judge, the original of each brief shall be filed with the Clerk of the Court and a duplicate thereof shall be provided to the trial judge.

B. Jury Instructions. All requested instructions shall be numbered and shall cite the authorities relied on by counsel in support thereof. To the extent possible under the circumstances of each case, all instructions shall be submitted to the court 30 days prior to trial.

C. B. Interrogatories. In those matters wherein interrogatories are to be submitted to the jury they shall be submitted on plain 8.5 by 11 inch paper, each such paper being without any indication as to the party or the attorney submitting the same, and there shall be but one interrogatory to a sheet. The interrogatory number will be left blank. To the extent possible under the circumstances of each case, all interrogatories shall be submitted to the court on the morning of the first day of trial.

Rule CV-6. Arbitration
All civil cases, which are filed with the Clerk of Superior Court in which the court finds or the parties agree that the amount in controversy does not exceed $50,000.00 except those specifically excluded by Rules 72 to 77, Arizona Rules of Civil Procedure , shall be submitted to and decided by an arbitrator or arbitrators in accordance with the provisions of A.R.S. § 12-133 and Rules 72 to 77, Arizona Rules of Civil Procedure. Upon request arbitrators shall be paid $140.00 per day in accordance with the provisions of A.R.S. 12-133(G).

Rule CV-7. Completion of Discovery; Pretrial Statements; Pretrial Conferences
A. Completion of Discovery. In civil cases, except where the court has entered an order pursuant to Arizona Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 16 (b) or (c), all discovery shall be completed ten (10) days prior to the date set for trial except when additional time for discovery is allowed by order of the court.

B. Pretrial Statements. Thorough pretrial statements, containing all the information required by Rule 16(d), Arizona Rules of Civil Procedure, shall be filed with the court no later than five (5) days prior to the date of jury trial management conference.

C. Request for Pretrial Conference. After the filing of the Pretrial Statement, the court may require the parties to participate in a pretrial conference as provided in Arizona Rules of Civil Procedure 16(a). This provision does not alter any party's right to request a Comprehensive Pretrial Conference as contemplated by Rule 16(b) or (c) of the Arizona Rules of Civil Procedure.

D. Pretrial Conference. In addition to the matters set forth in the pretrial statement the court will consider and counsel shall be prepared to discuss:

1. Motions deferred to the pretrial conference and legal issues expected to be encountered at trial.
2. Any matter by way of stipulation, pleading or proof that may simplify the issues or expedite the trial.

3. Requirements or necessity of filing trial briefs.

4. Number of jurors, alternates, peremptory strikes.

5. Exhibits.

6. Order of trial.

7. Length of trial and whether any special accommodations or equipment will be required.
8. Special Rules of Court.

9. Requirements for proposed jury instructions or jury interrogatories.

10. Requirements with regard to voir dire questions.

11. The possibility of compromise or settlement; however, nothing with respect thereto shall be with prejudice to any party in accordance with Rule 408, Arizona Rules of Evidence.

Rule CV-8. Findings and Conclusions
In all actions in which findings are requested and required, the prevailing party shall prepare proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law within ten (10) days after the court has announced its decision or within such further time as the court may direct. The proposed findings and conclusions shall be filed with the Clerk of the Court and a copy served upon the adverse party who shall have ten (10) days thereafter to file and serve written objections to the proposed findings and conclusions.
Rule CV-9. Cases Preferred for Trial
A. Priority. The following cases shall be preferred for trial:
1. Any case granted a preference by statute or other rule of court;
2. Juvenile cases;

3. Criminal cases;
4. Mental Health cases;
5. Domestic Relations cases;

6. Contested Probate cases;

7. Short Cause Civil cases;

8. Hardship Civil cases.
B. Statutory, Rule or Court Ordered Preference. All cases entitled to a preference for trial by reason of statute, rule or order of court shall be set for trial at the earliest practicable date.

C. Hardship. Preference by reason of hardship may be granted only upon motion supported by affidavit.

D. Extraordinary Circumstances. Upon motion to the Presiding Judge in extraordinary circumstances any case entitled to a preference may be assigned to another judge on the court, to a visiting judge, retired judge or judge pro tempore. In the absence of prior resolution by the assigned trial judge and lawyers involved, resolution of trial calendar conflicts among lawyers in different cases involving extraordinary circumstances may be determined by the Presiding Judge.

E. Short Cause (Civil). A short cause (Civil) is any civil case stipulated by all parties to take less than one hour to try to the court. If the trial of any short cause is not completed within one hour of actual trial time, the trial judge shall make such orders as are appropriate, including a continuance and may order that it take place on the regular trial calendar without preference.
Rule CV-10. Case Number Assignment and Consolidation

A. Number Assignment. The Clerk of the Court shall assign a chronological number to every case filed with the court and indicate to which division of the court the case has been assigned. After the preliminary assignment by the Clerk, the party filing any pleading, motion, memorandum or other paper in the case shall indicate below the case number of the division to which the case has been assigned.

B. Consolidation. Unless the court shall otherwise order, when two or more cases are consolidated, the Clerk shall regard the lowest case number as the controlling number of the consolidated cases and all further pleadings and papers shall be filed and docketed under that number only. Unless the court shall otherwise specify, the consolidation is for all purposes, and not merely for the purpose of trial. A motion to consolidate shall be heard by the judge to whom the case with the lowest number is assigned, unless otherwise assigned by the Presiding Judge. A motion to consolidate shall be filed simultaneously in all cases proposed to be consolidated with copies served on all parties and their counsel.
Rule CV-11. Settlement Conferences and Statements
The purpose of the settlement conference is to permit an informal discussion of every aspect of the lawsuit bearing on its settlement value and to consider, and in appropriate instances to enter into settlement agreements.  Settlement conferences shall be held and conducted in all respects as set forth in Rule 16.1 of the Arizona Rules of Civil Procedure. 

Rule CV-12. Attorney Fees
A. Notice of Claim. A claim for attorney fees pursuant to A.R.S. 12-341.01 shall be made in the pleadings, in the joint pretrial statement, or by written notice filed and served before trial or other determination on the merits of the cause.

B. Time of Determination. When attorney fees are recoverable pursuant to A.R.S. 12-341.01 and are claimed by one or more parties, the determination as to the claimed attorney fees shall be made following a decision on the merits of the cause. The time for the filing of affidavits and/or the hearing on the claim shall be set by the court.

C. Method of Establishing Claims. The claim for attorney fees may be supported by affidavit or testimony and appropriate exhibits. If the claim is contested, a hearing shall be granted if requested by any party.

D. Entry of Formal Judgment. Formal judgment on the merits of an action shall be delayed until determination of the issue of the attorney fees as set forth above.
Rule CV-13, Mandatory Settlement Conferences.

A. Mandatory Settlement Conferences; Mediation; Objectives. Except for as to lower court appeals and cases subject to compulsory arbitration under A.R.S. § 12-133, in any action which the Court sets a Pretrial Conference in accordance with either Rules 16(b) or (c), A.R.C.P., or in which a motion to set and certificate of readiness is filed, the Court, at the request of any party, or upon its own motion shall, except for good cause shown, direct , the parties, the attorneys for the parties and, if appropriate, representatives of the parties having authority to settle, shall to participate in good faith either in person or, with leave of Court, by telephonically with the permission of the court, telephone in private mediation, a conference or conferences with the Court before trial for the purpose of facilitating settlement.  Unless ordered by the Court, all requests for a settlement conferences with the court or private mediation shall be made not later than sixty (60) days prior to trial.
B. Scheduling and Planning. The court shall enter a scheduling order that sets the date or deadline by which a settlement conference or mediation shall be completed, a deadline for furnishing memoranda and other matters appropriate in the circumstances of the case.  A schedule shall not be modified except by leave of court or a showing of good cause.
C. Settlement Conference Memoranda. Each party shall furnish the court, or the private mediator, with a separate memorandum.  The memorandum shall not be filed with Clerk of the Court.  The parties shall exchange the memorandum with each other, or with the consent of all parties, furnish the memorandum sealed to the Division assigned to the case, or the private mediator.  Each memorandum shall address the issues prescribed by Rule 16.1(C)(1-5), A.R.C.P. 
B. D. Discretion to Transfer. The court, upon its own motion, or upon the motion of a party, may transfer any court sponsored settlement conference to another division of the court willing to conduct the settlement conference.
C. E. Sanctions. Upon good cause having been shown, the court may impose sanctions on any party, attorney, or party representative that fails to participate in good faith in any settlement conference or mediation. The provisions of Rule 16(f), A.R.C.P., concerning sanctions shall apply to a mediation conference provided for by this rule.
Rule CV-14, Justice Court Judgments filed as Superior Court Judgments.  

The Superior Court pursuant to A.R.S. § 33-962(A) accepts for filing Justice Court judgments for the purpose of providing a recordable judgment to establish lien rights. The Court does not acquire any jurisdiction to process collection remedies pursuant to the constitution, statutes or rules.   The Justice Court which entered the judgment retains exclusive jurisdiction for all collection remedies.  

Rule CV-15, Cases Subject to Dismissal or Transfer to the Justice Court.

Civil matters filed in the Superior Court, where the principal sum sought, exclusive of interest in accord with A.R.S. § 22-201(B) is $10,000.00 or less, may be dismissed by the court or transferred to the appropriate Justice Court precinct where the defendant(s) reside.  The filing fee shall be retained by the Superior Court and Plaintiff shall pay any and all costs required by the Clerk of the Superior Court in copying and transferring the file to the Justice Court.  Further, the plaintiff shall be responsible for any and all applicable Justice Court filing fees.

