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Hon. Valerie Wyant, President 
Arizona Association of Superior Court Clerks 
200 N San Francisco St 
Flagstaff, AZ 86001 
928-679-7615 
nasha@cosc.maricopa.gov 
 
 

IN THE SUPREME COURT STATE OF ARIZONA 
 
 

In the Matter of 
 
PETITION TO AMEND RULE 123, RULES OF 
THE SUPREME COURT OF ARIZONA AND 
RULES 19, 47, 75 & 86, RULES OF 
PROCEDURE FOR THE JUVENILE COURT 
   

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Supreme Court No. R-18-0005 
 
COMMENT SUPPORTING 
PROPOSED RULE CHANGES 

 
 
The Arizona Association of Superior Court Clerks (Clerks) submits the following 

comments supporting the modifications proposed by the Clerk of the Superior Court and 

Juvenile Court Presiding Judge in Maricopa County. 

The Clerks agree that the Clerk and Court in every county face challenges 

providing the right level of access to the right individuals in juvenile matters. Because of 

the current ambiguity in the rules, the access that one Clerk or judicial officer would 

authorize may vary from another within or between counties. The petition improves the 

consistency that parties, attorneys, agencies, and the public can expect statewide. The 

petition provides needed clarity in the type of access authorized for agencies involved in 

juvenile cases, such as Foster Care Review Boards, the Department of Juvenile 

Corrections, Juvenile Probation, and others. The proposed clarity and direction in the 

rules will improve the speed and accuracy of access to juvenile records. 
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The current rules do not adequately address access to records in the context of  

parties and attorneys who appear, withdraw, get appointed to, and are removed from 

juvenile cases. In a dependency case, as one example, the parties can include a custodial 

mother, multiple children, multiple fathers, and foster parents. Some or all of those 

individuals may be represented by private counsel, court-appointed attorneys, guardians 

ad litem, and advocates. During the course of the case, as individuals withdraw or are 

dismissed, the access they can or should have to the case file records may change. 

Although the Clerks do not expect the rules to address every possible combination of 

parties and access, the petition offers more clarity and direction than has been available 

before now. Because of the number of individuals and agencies involved in access to 

juvenile records and the complexity involved in establishing situation-based access, the 

Clerks are open to further study or a workgroup to reach consensus on access, but the 

sooner the state can reach consistency, the better. 

For these reasons and those stated in petition R-18-0005, the Arizona Association 

of Superior Court Clerks support amending the rules related to accessing juvenile case 

records. 

 
DATED this ___18th___ day of __May___, 2018. 

 
 

___/s/_Valerie Wyant_______________ 
Hon. Valerie Wyant, President 
Arizona Association of Superior Court Clerks 
 

 
A copy of this comment has been delivered this 
__18th___ day of __May___, 2018, to: 
 
Hon. Timothy Ryan, Juvenile Court Presiding Judge 
Maricopa County Superior Court 
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201 W. Jefferson St. 
Phoenix, AZ 85003 
 
Hon. Chris DeRose 
Maricopa County Clerk of Superior Court 
620 W. Jackson St. 
Phoenix, AZ 85003 
Via email and electronic filing of comment 


