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Pursuant to Rule 28, Rules of the Arizona Supreme Court, the State Bar of Arizona respectfully requests permission to supplement Rules Petition R–07–0014, to add proposed amendments to Rule 31.18, Arizona Rules of Criminal Procedure, and Rule 22, Arizona Rules of Civil Appellate Procedure, to establish a word limitation on the length of motions for reconsideration and responses to such motions. The attached Memorandum of Points and Authorities supports this petition.

MEMORANDUM OF POINTS AND AUTHORITIES

I.
Reason for Supplementation.


The State Bar of Arizona seeks to supplement R–07–0014 with proposed amendments to Rule 31.18, Arizona Rules of Criminal Procedure, and Rule 22, Arizona Rules of Civil Appellate Procedure, the rules that govern motions for reconsideration and responses to those motions filed in this Court and the Arizona Court of Appeals. In R–07–0014, the State Bar seeks to amend Rules 31.19 and 31.25 of the Arizona Rules of Criminal Procedure and Rules 16 and 23 of the Arizona Rules of Civil Appellate Procedure to establish a word limit for petitions for review, responses to petitions for review, and amicus briefs filed in support or in opposition to petitions for review. In drafting the rules petition, the State Bar failed to include amendments to Rule 31.18, Arizona Rules of Criminal Procedure, and Rule 22, Arizona Rules of Civil Appellate Procedure, to establish an appropriate word limitation for motions for reconsideration and responses to motions for reconsideration. Supplementation is necessary to ensure uniformity in the calculation of the length of documents filed in the appellate courts.

II.
Summary of Amendments.

Rule 31.18 of the Arizona Rules of Criminal Procedure and Rule 22 of the Arizona Rules of Civil Appellate Procedure govern the form, length, content, and filing time requirements for motions for reconsideration and responses to motions for reconsideration. The proposed amendments to Rule 31.18 of the Arizona Rules of Criminal Procedure and Rule 22 of the Arizona Rules of Civil Appellate Procedure establish a length limitation of 5,250 words for motions for reconsideration and responses prepared in a proportionately spaced typeface—those typefaces typically used in a word-processing system—and requires that parties file a certificate of compliance with the word limitation with the motion or response. The proposed amendments also establish—in keeping with the current rules—a 15-page length limitation for motions for reconsideration and responses prepared in a monospaced typeface. Because adding these provisions to the existing organization of the rules makes the text unwieldy, the proposed amendments also reorganize the rules to separate the form and length requirements from the content requirements, but make no other substantive changes. 

III.
Reasons for Amendments.


The State Bar of Arizona proposes these supplemental amendments for the same reasons it proposed the amendments to Rule 31.19, Arizona Rules of Criminal Procedure, and Rule 23, Arizona Rules of Civil Appellate Procedure: to maintain uniformity in calculating the length of documents filed in the appellate courts and to prevent abuse of the page limitation currently in effect for motions for reconsiderations and responses. The argument in favor of these amendments is identical to the argument set forth in the original rules petition. The length limitation of 5,250 words for motions for reconsideration and responses is calculated in the same way that the length limitation of 4,200 words for petitions for review and responses is calculated.

IV.
Conclusion.

The State Bar of Arizona respectfully requests that this Court permit the supplementation of R–07–0014 with proposed amendments to Rule 31.18, Arizona Rules of Criminal Procedure, and Rule 22, Arizona Rules of Civil Appellate Procedure.
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