[bookmark: _GoBack]To Whom It May Concern: 
The Southwest Fair Housing Council (SWFHC), established in 1986, is a non-profit, tax-exempt fair housing organization that provides services throughout Arizona. SWFHC advocates for and facilitates the enforcement of the Federal and Arizona Fair Housing Acts and the non-discriminatory ordinances of Arizona municipalities. Its mission is to provide comprehensive services to achieve and preserve equal access to housing for all people. 
SWFHC staff during the course of conducting fair housing investigations frequently hears the stories of tenants who have experienced or are facing eviction. The vast majority of these clients do not adequately understand their rights as tenants or under the Fair Housing Act and do not have the resources to hire an attorney.  Compared to the need, there are few agencies or organizations available to advocate on their behalf. In order for SWFHC to achieve its mission to preserve equal access to housing for all people, it is crucial that tenants understand what is happening in eviction cases. 
The Southwest Fair Housing Council submits this comment in support of the petition to adopt an amendment to the Rules of Procedure for Eviction Actions by adding a requirement concerning the acceptance of stipulated judgments as Rule 13(b)(4). The Council also supports comments made by the William E. Morris Institute for Justice and Community Legal Services. Finally, it supports the amendment proposed by Community Legal Services filed on May 31, 2017, but does not support the amendment proposed by the Access to Justice Commission filed on May 1, 2017. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jay Young
Executive Director

