
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25



	[bookmark: _zzmpFIXED_CounselTable]Lisa M. Panahi, Bar No. 023421
General Counsel
State Bar of Arizona
4201 N. 24th Street, Suite 100
Phoenix, AZ  85016-6288
(602) 340-7236

	


IN THE SUPREME COURT
STATE OF ARIZONA
	[bookmark: _zzmpFIXED_CaptionTable]In the Matter of:
PETITION TO AMEND APPENDIX OF THE ARIZONA RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

	Supreme Court No. R-16-0046
COMMENT OF
THE STATE BAR OF ARIZONA





I.	BACKGROUND OF PETITION
Arizona Prosecuting Attorney’s Advisory Council (APAAC) has petitioned the Arizona Supreme Court to adopt the Addendum to Form 4(a) to the Arizona Rules of Criminal Procedure in order to promote a uniform statewide Risk Assessment tool.  At the request of the Administrative Office of the Courts, APAAC assembled a working group to develop the risk assessment tool.  This tool, with other information, will be used to address release conditions for an offender arrested for an act of domestic violence. 

II.	DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS
The State Bar of Arizona supports the Petition, but proposes three amendments:
1.	Layout – the form references Tier 2 questions halfway through, but the top set of questions should be prefaced as Tier 1 questions, and provide guidance on when or where to ask them.
2.	The question “Has he/she ever threatened to kill you?” should be included. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]3.	Revise question 12 to: “Has he/she ever threatened to harm people you care about or your pets?”
III.	CONCLUSION
The State Bar of Arizona respectfully requests that the Arizona Supreme Court either send the Petition back for the proposed changes to be made or adopt the Petition as proposed. 
	RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this ____day of________________, 2017.


Lisa M. Panahi
General Counsel

Electronic copy filed with the
Clerk of the Arizona Supreme Court
this _____ day of ___________________, 2017.

by: _______________________________ 
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