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€11 If you could suggest one improvement
to the early testing program, what would it
be?
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# Ras;mnses

1 E:xplam to peupﬁe at the begmnmg that you do not have 1o take classes while s‘fudymg for the bar exam,

2 Qequmr*g character and fatnass be subml'ted prior to Jan 1 oﬁ the testsng year

3 Find a way to expedlte character and ﬂmess approvai far those who completed it before the exam, Perhaps someway
to continue on the bar admissions process while waiting for final JD proof (that has heid me up for over a month with
everything else being approved),

4 | think students should be aliowed to take up to three credits concurrent with bar study. | think the post-bar period
should include a 1-week break before second-session classes start. The only reason its o tight now is because a
different ending date would make the classes inaccessible for non-eariy-bar students. Right now, normal students can
take the truncated 8-week classes also. It would be organizationally difficult, but for the early bar people, having a
week brea»( bafore gomg back to classes wouki be nice - even Ef it means no sprmg brea‘s& 2—wee§<b later,

5 Earlier decisions on Character and ?ltness Havmg o wait until after results are posted fo find out I'm being held up in
character and fitness has destroyed my ablhty to sarn a living, despite the early festing.

8 More on-campus meelsnga hetter exp!ammg the bar application process for earfy examinees.

7 Nothing. ASU did a wonderful job with its early testing program

8 | thought the program was great and doean't need any tinkermg

9 The schoot should be able to send confirmation cfc;ur graduation status to the AZ Supreme Court faster, for ear!y
testers. The entire reason | submitted my character and fitnass so early, and took the Feb bar, was to get my bar
license early. Now, I'm potentially missing ouf on my dream job because I'm waiting on the schoo! {o confirm my
gradyation status! Very frusiratlng

10 Flanning to take the early bar reaily must start early preferably by the beginmng of second semestier of 1k year when
you are scheduling your sumimer and falt 2L classes. My school did hold informational sessions on this but 1L year
was s0 overwhelming | think many students did not fully grasp what the opportunity involved until it was oo late in
thelr law school career to get the necessary cradits completed. Maybe presenting various hypothetical course
schedules for 1L would be helpful - e.g., 8 hypothetical schedule of how many credits to take and when (some courses
must be compieted before you even app!y for the program) given to 1Ls before they register for 2L year.

" Finals in December moved up for more time to atudy before the hohdays

12 " There should be more reminders fo s‘fudents to study for the essays because they were challenging.

13 Condenged bar prep program as pan of the program.

14 My cmly |mprovemen* would be for the State Bar of Arizona (o release bar resuils earlier. States like Washington
released their resulis more than a monih prior (o Arizona—one of the primary reasons 1o ake the February bar exam is

. to graduate 'practice-ready,’ which means when applying during the spring semester you can share your bar passage
i with interviewers.,

15 Easmg the minimum rcqunred cradits to {ake the exam, 1o avoad the need to take such heavy course ipads in earlier
semesiers

18 Do not require a "prep" c!ass hecause the added stress of preparing for a class that likely uses a d:fferent method than
your chosen har prep course is simply unnecessary

17 Inform the entering 1Ls about it so they can plan for L and fake (he necessary c!asses

18 ¢ Not the testing itself, but more transparency on the overall timafines and when things will happen. IE how long after a

passmg soore and completmg character & ﬁtness can you expect to wait for your fleanse.

19 instead of ﬁtudymg on our owrn, a bar prep course shouid have been offered as & class to take in Janwfeb eadmg up to
the exam,

20 ¢ More information about it as a 1L,
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{112 Please tell us the most important
reason for your decision to test early.

Answersd: 3% Bhipped: ¥
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B Responses ) Date
1 E Wanted to graduate havmg already faken and passed the bar to %‘eép wnh my job search 6/16/2016 12:24 PM
2 b dict graduate Lintit Septembc; and § dld not want to wait unm February to take the exam. 8182018 10:21 AM
3 Work placemeant. 6114!2016 1 OO F’M
4 ¢ Taking the bar early gives me a compelitive advaniage over July bar takers who will have to wait for their resuits while C B/4/2016 12:24 PM
© o lam ookmg for ajob
g H fsnanc:ally Lsffscult o suppon your%elf When you have to wait unm October when July results come aut, before you ; 6/14/2016 10:06 AM
can even apply for & real attornay job. f you pass the February exam yau can hit the ground running right after :
E}Fddlidlfcﬂ This i especlally .mpanam if you have a famliy o support
8 : Thouqht it would help me get hirad. 6/13/2016 3 30 PiM
7 Tofinda ;ob as qunckiy as pess ible and to make mysa!f more marketable. 6/13/2016 2:48 PM
8 . lamhaving a baby In December and did not wani lo be studylng early 2017 | falied in Juiy | was really burned out 8/13/2016 12:50 PM
. after law school and | was hoping that | would have a break for the summer if | passed. | did and | am having a nice
break now.
9 : Age (m:ne) and required ability to eam a hvmg upan graduatzon : 6.’“23/2016 ‘10 11 AM
10 Fmaﬁciaily ;ob availability, and because 3L classes provide no tangible benefit. B/13/2016 8:22 AM
11 : i needed to be able to work durlng the summer followtng gradua!lon 8/12/2016 6:19 PM
12 ¢ The firm | clerked for dumg the summer before my 3L year had offered me a postion as an associate upon 8/12/2016 2:38 PM
¢ graduation/passing the bar. T wanted o begin working as soon as possible and the managing sharghalder even
L@ ou;agad me to take the bar early so | coudd start as soon as posmbie
13 lwa wted the advamage of besng licensed befom aft of my paers as a way {0 secure a jOb earlier i /1212018 12:04 F’M
14 6/11/2016630 PM
15 | was able o pass the bar befnre afl of my classmates. 6/1 1!2016 11:26 AM
16 t went to law school spec;faca! YAl bccome a pubéic defender. Public defender agencies usually wont interview bfﬂf.‘zmb 1117 AM
candidates until they have received their bar license number. So, in theory, {aking the bar exam early gave me the
opportunity to interview for PD posataons before my peersfcompetmon
17 l.aw was a second career for me, { had a fam\iy and needed to starl eaming an income as soon as possible. To he o 61172016 11:01 AM
able to use student loans while | studfed for the bar and then graduate and pass the bar simultaneously provided me
thal opportunity.
18 Start work as attorney earlie 6/11/2016 7:54 AM
19 Te be done with the becomyi nq an a(’tomey proues&. [O6/11/2016 4:22 AM
20 i deed to bc don@ wrth ihe bar as soon as posssb!e s0 [ could gel to work to supporl my family L BM1/2016 12:46 AM
21 E UBE transfer emoxzma 1:26 PM
22 | tested ear{y because | was relocatmg to anciher state and | wanted to begin work;ng &% 800N 88 possable Also, | B/10/2016 8:40 PM
. coulde't financially afford to study for the bar over the summer,
23 The desire to be a public defender, knowmg thai unhke private firms, bar passage was a premqu%sste to besng hired as | ©/10/2016 7:.03 PM
an attorney rendered Feb bar exiremet y valuable to ma {as did the fact that | was over 40 at graduataon)
24 Be done once | graduate instead of siuciymg after graduahon 6/10/2016 6:50 PM
25 i have lwo children and studymg durmg the summer would have meant besng compietely unavawiable far them. | B/10/2016 B35 PM
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28 ¢ Time and money. | am married with three childrerw E dﬁd not have a ]Ob Emed up straight out of Iaw school. | was 8/10/2016 6:28 PM
i siressed out in law school about the thought of spending an extra three to six months after law schodl without job
white studing for the bar and wamng for the results

.;27 | have the chance lo have bar before graduatmn R o 6/10/2016 6:25 PM
28 | wanted to be licensed as early as possible. - . 6/10/2016 6:03 PM
29 | wanted the oppoﬂunity 10 fsnanc aIEy Sup;;ort my family soctl'r;r . - 6/10/2016 5:54 PM -
30 | wanted o provide an income for my family soener, | wanied to work far the state and you can't get hired without a 6/10/2016 5:50 F’i‘vlr -
. licenss. :
3‘1 . “ Need bar license ta;vc;n apply tobea prosecutar H : 81‘10!2016549PM -
32 [ have a family to care for, s0 tak:ng the axam early laElowed melto begm work\ng aswal‘"‘t;auttotl'":‘"‘te‘zy soonar, which heiped B10/2016 5:41 PM

me prcwdc, for my famn!y For me it was a vcry helpful program for which t remain gratefui

33 : !’o be able {0 start eammg money sooner | G/GI2016 5:40 PM

34 § improvmg job prospects B/10/2016 5:38 PM

. Getting a jump en practice and job hunt ¢ B/10/2016 5:36 PM

14 /20



Arizona Supreme Court Early Examinee Post Survey 2016

{112 What was the greatest advantage for
you in testing early?

Answersd: 34 Bkippedt 8

Havmg my imense very short!y aﬂel graduattng

| was ab!e to graduate and nmmedlately pract:ce law.

Date

6/16/2016 ?2 24 PM

. Being able to get a job right away,

6/16.’2016 1 21 AM
3 Heing licensed 2 waek after graduat\on and havmg a jOb in June Ve, wastmg untll October . 6/14/2016 100 PM
4 See numper 12 : 6/1412015 10:05 AM
5 It’s dor 1G] :md you can conlinue lowards your career goats! 6/13/12016 330 PM
6 | reced ved a _!Ob offu o start r;ght aftar graduat;on based large!y on the fact that l hﬁd passed the bar, 8/1 3/2016 248 PM
7 o hwill have & fong break in between school and work {0 recharge and focus an being & good associate. it allowed me /1312016 12:50 PM
iomore schedul;ng flexibility for the summer. It will allow me to be more present far my wife's pregnancy.
8 Gemnq it out of the way, and presumably, being licensed earlier. 6/13/2016 10111 AM
9 : Being able to take the summer off before starking my clerkship. B/13/2016 9:22 AM
10 : BFmg able to work Emmcdtateiy fol!owmg graduatmn LOBM22016 619 PM
14 : Begmnmg fo work as soon as possible, Also, | felt a great sense of achievement during my law school graduatlon i 8/12/2016 2:38 PM
. knew | was done with school and the bar. Many others were discussing the looming dread of studying for the bar ;
¢ during the maost |rnportam achievement {graduating law school) of their young careers,
12 Knowing, on the day | gradualed law school, that | was compietely done with all reqmrementb to be licensed by the G6/12/2016 12:04 PM
Bar. :
13 i Having the ability to be Hicensed before my classmates was a huge advantage for me and | would highly recommend DOB/M/2016 11:26 AM
the early tostmg pragram.
14 Besldes the hiring advantages | mentlcmed above, | fove the fact that | can now work, and earn money, :mmed ately 6/11/2018 11:17 AM
upon graduation. This is saving me a ton of money. Also, it allowed me to really use my third-year of law schogl for
aducation. The oniy saying, first year they scare you 1o death, second year they work you to death, and third year they
bore you jie] doath - not appimdbie 1o early bar exam takers! .-}
15 Faster earning capac«ty passed the bar and graduated in May 2015 started my new job in private pracilce ata rmd~ ; 6/1 1/2016 11 O'E AM
size Arizona law firm June 1, 2015 and was sworn in fo the AZ Supreme Court June 3, 2015, Within one month
everything was complsted and | was ready {0 begin eaming an income as a licensed atlorney. As a side benefit, the
. law firm that hired me said that my choosing fo take the bar during my 3L year showed them that | had ambition and
- drive to do what was necessary to better my career and that was an attractive atlribute they were looking for in a new
Assoo!ate
16 Able to start work as atiomay almast immedi 'ate#y upon graduatmn . G11/2016 7:54 AM
17 ¢ lwas a non-traditional student with a famliy Finishing before the summer was & huge advantaga as | rou%d begin 6/11/2016 B.51 AM
work ammed\a{ely after grémua{lon :
18 Not sure 6,'1 1.’?016 4:22 AM
19 It aliowad me to take the test in Febmary which is a much betler expenence than May : 6/1 a12016 12 46 AM
20 Potent&al early Licensure 6/10/2016 11 29 P
21 The grealest advantage i) testing aarly was graduating havmg already passed the bar, 6/42016 8:40 PM
22 . The chance {o get hired as a public sector auomey nearly a year eamer than classmates who waited until July. | BI10/2048 7:03 PM
23 | 6/10/2016 6:35 PM
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a7

The greatesl advantage was employment as an attorney on June 1, 2014 rather than some time in October or
November 2014, During the last semester after the bar, had time 1o fook for jobs. By the thme | gradusated | had found

a job with the Federal Govemment, but they would not hire me uniess | had my bar number in hand by the hiting date.
* Luckily, my bar number came on the iast possible day and § was hired a few weeks after graduating. | still have the

same job and would not have it if had taken the Juiy bar.

" BM0/2016 5:28 PM

8/10/20186 6:25 PM

: 6!10/?016 6 03 PM

When | graduated, | didn't have to wait around to lock for jobs or take a lof of time off from a job, because | was ready

8/10/2016 5:54 PM

H'lb oppor‘tumty 10 start a;}piy ng to;ob., with results expec?ed $0 s000

: Gettmg my revuits S00N aﬂer graduataoa Studymg was part of my school experience and not an extra expense.

| received a th} offer in Juiy at MCAO and did not have to wait unttl the followmg January

33

6/10/2016 5:51 PM

6/101’?016 49 PM

Gf‘i(}!ZG16 5 41 PM

| was able to smdy Spanish in Mexico for six weeks after graduation before sfarting my ;ob

6/10/2016 5:40 PM

24
Have a chance o practlce in bar gxam,
26 ......See iz -
‘ to go
%0
31 : Workmg right away upon graduauon
Employment seourity

34

6/10/2G16 5:38 PM

Getting ficensed in June vs, October

i B/10/2016 5:36 PM
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£i14 Did testing early help you achieve your
desired goals?

Answerad: 42 Skipped: §

Yes

No

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 5% 80% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Responses

. 90.48% 38

¢ 9.52% 4

17720



Arizona Supreme Court Early Examinee Post Survey 2016

(315 If you achieved a score high enocugh
for admission, are you employed in a job
requiring a JD?

Arpwered: 48 Sidoped: 2

Yes
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Less than 1 month

Less than 3 months

Arizona Supreme Court Early Examinee Post Survey 2016

(1€ How soon after admission were you
able to find employment in a position
requiring a JD?

Amgwered: 41 Bldpped:

Less than 1
month

Less than 3
maonths

Less than 6
months

More than &
months !
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€117 Is there anything else not covered
which has shaped your experience? Please
tell us.

Sumvworpd: 15 Shipped: 39

The other individuals that look that early bar were also very motivated, which helped fuel my motivation. The early bar
program is a great option for thase that are able to get everything done before the last semester of law school and
wani {o save money 50 they do not thE io take out a sumimer loan to pay for living expenses

. Date

¢ 6/14/2016 1:.00 PM

o

Piease keep the ear!y teslmg option. | believe it has helped many studenis move into the job market morg effc:eni!y

and this benefits them anc% thelr families.

l am not admﬂted yet but i wﬁi be working for Bryan Cave LLP in December. Thus, | answered In the affirmative far

guestion 18, and not applicable for 16 because admission for the early bar did not affect my job search, | already had

my employment affer before | chese to take the early bar,

6/14/2016 10:05 AM

COB/13/2018 12:50 PM

| also liked the option of taking the exam early because, had | failed the bar in February, i cou!d take it again and be
right on par with the averwhelming mejority of law school graduates. Whils it may not ba the best option for everyone,
! strongly belteve it is a greaf option Tor students o have, Let's be honest, law school could, and perhaps shouid, be
twao years {or two years in class and year thres devoled exclusively (o on-the-joh type experience}. It's law school, not
lawyer school. There is & great amount of apprenticeship-lype learning that Is necessary before a lawyer can be a
competent lawyer. Aliowing students to start that process a little bit earller is likely to resuit In more graduatas hitting

the ground xunmng aftar graduaklon ftwas pe,rfect for me.

- Please continue the plogram for future law students as this was a fantastic opportumty for me.

Edea(iy there would be some way o ailow those who pass the bar exam in their third year, AND who have passed
thelr character and fitness background checks in their third year, to receive their bar icense number immediately upan
graduation.

i 6/12/2016 2:38 PM

D OB1/2016 11:26 AM

8/11/2016 1117 AM

UofA did a great job of managing schedule of pre- anc post-bar classes.

6/11/2016 7:54 AM

44
[}

i2

You should keep the early bar, It was a huge blessing for my situation. This might not be the right coarse for everyone,
but :t prov%des some sfudents W|th a more opporfunmes

8M10/2016 6:28 PM

Tdklng a bar exam before graduatlon deﬂmtely gave me a betler chance fo find a job and made me pass the bar exam
at a second time,

N/a

6/10/2016 6:25 PM

6/10/2016 5:54 PM

Wish the class had besn more about mba than essays

AS part of the fn’sl group fo tzke the exam early, ftwas a bnt ef a scrambie fo have all my graduahon requ!remems
complete in time to quailfy for early examination. That said, | have no room for complaint because the scramble was
an unavoidable conseguence of rolling out the early testing program, and | can't offer a suggestion on this paint

because subsequent test takers would have had additional time to plan ahead, Thank you!

. B/10/2016 5:51 PM

' 8H02016 541 PM

P would HIGHLY recommend keeping the early bar program. | thought it was fantastic.

6/10/2016 536 PM
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