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COMMENT OF STATE BAR TO THE COURT’S PROPOSED ALTERNATIVES TO AMENDED PETITION TO AMEND RULES 53, 31(a)(2) and 41(g), ARIZ.R.SUP.CT. 




The State Bar of Arizona, by and through the counsel undersigned, pursuant to Rule 28(c), Arizona Rules of the Supreme Court, submits the following comment regarding the Supreme Court’s proposed alternatives to the State Bar’s Amended Petition to Amend Rules 53, 31(a)(2) and 41(g), Ariz.R.Sup.Ct.  

By Order of the Supreme Court dated December 8, 2006, the Court declined to adopt the State Bar’s proposed amendment originally filed on November 27, 2005.

However, the Court agreed that the State Bar Petition raised a serious and important issue.  Based on this and the previous comments submitted, the Court proposed two alternatives to address the issues identified by the State Bar and requested that the Bar comment on the alternatives.

The State Bar, by a unanimous vote of the Board of Governors at its April 27, 2007 meeting, supports Alternative #1.  This proposal supports the original intent and objectives of the original proposed amendments.  Alternative #1 defines those violations subject to discipline.  It also gives guidance to lawyers about the expectation of professionalism.

For the above-stated reasons, the State Bar respectfully requests that the Court adopt Alterative# 1 to the State Bar’s Amended Petition to Amend Rules 53, 31(a)(2) and 41(g), Ariz.R.Sup.Ct.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this ____ day of May, 2007.
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