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Arizona Association of Superior Court Clerks
P.O. Box 668
Holbrook, AZ 86025
928-524-4176
nasha@COSC.maricopa.gov
	IN THE ARIZONA SUPREME COURT



	In the matter of
)


)

PETITION FOR RULES OF
) PROCEDURE FOR THE JUVENILE
) COURT PROVIDING FOR THE
) PROMULGATION OF
)

EMANCIPATION PROCEDURES;
) RENUMBER PART V, APPEALS;
)

AND PROMULGATING RULE 81.1,
) ARIZONA RULES OF CIVIL
) PROCEDURE
) 
_________________________________
)


	Supreme Court R- 06-0037
COMMENT TO PROPOSED RULES RELATED TO EMANCIPATION PROCEDURES, RENUMBERING PART V, APPEALS, AND PROMULGATING NEW RULE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE


The Arizona Association of Superior Court Clerks (AASCC) submits the following comments on the petition to provide emancipation procedures, renumbering of the Appeals rules, and promulgating new rule of civil procedure:
This comment is limited to a recommendation that proposed juvenile rule 94(B)(1) be modified to prevent listing the applicant’s complete social security number on the petition for emancipation. Identity theft continues to spur debate across the country and within Arizona. The legislature and courts are continually attempting to strike the balance between the public’s right to access public records and the individual’s ability to protect their personal interests.
The rules of family law procedure have instituted a sensitive data form to capture personal and financial information in a confidential document, shielded from public access while available to limited, authorized individuals and agencies with a legitimate need for the information. Requiring a complete social security number on an emancipation petition unnecessarily subjects the petitioner to the risk of identity theft. If identifying information is required on the face of the petition, the court may consider listing a portion of the social security number on the petition and requiring the complete number on a sensitive data form, similar in format to that required by Arizona Rules of Family Law Procedure Rule 43(G), which would be maintained by the Clerk of the Superior Court as a confidential record.
The AASCC understands the petitioner’s interest in the court rule matching ARS 12-2451(B)(1), which requires the social security number on the face of the petition. However, for the reasons stated above, placing the complete social security number on a confidential sensitive data form is more appropriate and in the interests of court customers and the public.
DATED this 18th day of May, 2007.
__/s/ Juanita Mann_______________

Hon. Juanita Mann, President
Arizona Association of Superior Court Clerks
A copy of this comment has been mailed or delivered this 18th day of May, 2007, to:
Hon. Robert Brutinel, Presiding Judge 
Yavapai County Superior Court 
Chair, Committee on Juvenile Courts 
c/o Legal Services Office 
1501 W. Washington, Suite 414 
Phoenix, AZ 85007

Via electronic filing of comment
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