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)                                           
_________________________________ )


	Supreme Court R- 03-0029
COMMENT TO PROPOSED RULE RELATED TO AMENDING THE FORMS APPENDED TO THE  RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE


The Arizona Association of Superior Court Clerks (AASCC) submits the following comments on the petition to amend the forms appended to the rules of criminal procedure:

The AASCC supports the effort to improve case processing in the courts, and formatting commonly-used documents for use in multiple courts will improve case processing and consistency in most cases.
The proposed forms and Rule 28 petition were drafted by committee prior to further developments that impact the content of several criminal case type forms. The AASCC suggests further review and modification of the proposed forms is required in light of the requirements of Proposition 100 and Supreme Court Administrative Order 2007-30 to ensure the forms meet the most recent content and formatting requirements.
The AASCC requests that the forms appended to the proposed rule changes be modified to meet the formatting requirements of Arizona Rules of Civil Procedure Rule 10(d). In particular, the proposed forms need sufficient space in the margins for the Clerk’s stamp when filing-in documents. A sufficient margin for documents to receive a file stamp allows litigants, the bench, bar and other court customers to find important information in a consistent location. Further, most county clerks use a two hole punch method along the top of documents when placing paper filings in case files. As numerous paper filings accumulate in the court file, the margins of the proposed forms will result in obscuring important case information along the top of the pleadings. In addition, some forms in the petition contain both a Motion and an Order on the same document, which makes it difficult for Clerks to process, as Motions and Orders traditionally appear separately on the court’s docket and receive individual file stamps.
The AASCC therefore supports the practice of implementing standardized forms, but does not support implementation of the changes as requested in the petition until further review of Proposition 100 requirements and existing formatting requirements are considered.

DATED this 18th day of May, 2007.
__/s/ Juanita Mann__________________

Hon. Juanita Mann, President
Arizona Association of Superior Court Clerks
A copy of this comment has been mailed or delivered this 18th day of May, 2007, to:
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