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The undersigned judicial officers serve on the Family Law Bench of the Arizona Superior Court in Pima County.  Pursuant to Rule 28(D), Rules of the Supreme Court of Arizona, we submit this Comment in support of the Petition to amend Rules 35(D), 82(B), 83, and 84 of the Rules of Family Law Procedure proposed by the State Bar of Arizona.


The proposed amendment to Rules 35(D), 82(B), 83, and 84 achieves clarity both for self-represented litigants and counsel, and will work to avoid inadvertent waiver of review rights.  Placing all rules designed to allow for review by the trial court of its own rulings in advance of appeal into a specific section makes organizational sense.  We, however, believe the final step of deleting subsection (D) to Rule 35 should be undertaken in this amendment because it will serve no continuing purpose.  Amending the rules as proposed but leaving subsection D may indeed contribute to confusion as to whether or not there exist two rules governing Motions for Reconsideration, Rules 35(D) and 84.


We support the amendment to Rules 35(D), 82(B), 83, and 84 of the Rules of Family Law Procedure as proposed in the attachment to the original Petition, except that we urge the Court to delete Rule 35(D) in its entirety.

Respectfully submitted this 20th day of May, 2014.

/s Sean E. Brearcliffe
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