Dear Justices,

I have read the proposed change to ER 1.15 submitted by the Arizona Association for Justice and am writing in support of Petition R-12-0032.

Regardless of its intended purpose, ER 1.15 continues to create hardship for both attorneys and the clients they are representing. Sadly, it has been my experience that this problem is only getting worse and must be addressed immediately.

The backhanded channels created by ER 1.15 are nothing more than an avenue used to attack judgments, without the use of a proper legal process. It creates a situation where attorneys are literally cast between their clients and an often adversarial third-party, effectively severing the fiduciary duty owed in an attorney-client relationship. Worse, this occurs at a time when the client is vulnerable and in need of the protections we as attorneys owe. In short, this process continues to undermine the judicial system as a whole.
The changes prescribed in Petition R-12-0032 will bring about an end to these unfair practices while preserving the rights of legitimate third-party claims. It will bring the balance needed to reverse the recent trend of bringing illegitimate claims used to harass and harm both attorneys and the clients they represent.

 Petition R-12-0032 should be adopted in full.
