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Comparison of ABA Model Rule on Admission by Motion with State Versions


	
	Graduate of ABA-Approved Law School
	Years of 

Practice Requirement
	Definition of the Active Practice of Law includes:

Gov’t    In-House    Law                      Law 

Agency  Counsel    School    Judge     Clerk
	Fee

 Required
	Reciprocity

Required
	Intent to 

Actively 

Engage

 In Law Practice
	Other

	ABA Model Rule

	Yes
	5 of 7 years preceding application
	Yes       Yes         Yes      Yes      Yes
	None specified
	No
	No
	

	AL


	No Rule
	
	
	
	
	
	

	AK


	Yes
	5 of 7 years preceding application
	Yes       Yes          Yes       Yes      Yes
	$1500
	Yes
	No
	

	AZ


	No Rule
	
	
	
	
	
	

	AR


	Yes
	5 of 7 years preceding application
	Yes       Yes          Yes       Yes      Yes
	$1500
	Yes
	No
	Designate Clerk of Court for service of process

 process



	CA


	No Rule
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CO
	Yes
	5 of 7 years preceding application
	Yes        Yes          Yes       Yes     Yes
	$800
	Yes
	No
	

	CT
	No
	5 of 7 years preceding application
	Yes         Yes          Yes       Yes     Yes
	$1000
	Yes
	Yes
	

	DE
	No Rule
	
	
	
	
	
	

	DC
	No
	No
	Rule does not specify.
	$400
	No
	No
	Must be admitted for five years in another jurisdiction or admitted in another jurisdiction and graduate of ABA-approved admitted with a scaled score of 133 or more on the MBE and passed MPRE.

	FL
	No Rule
	
	
	
	
	
	

	GA
	Yes
	5 of 7 years preceding application
	Yes      Yes          Yes       Yes        Yes
	$500
	Yes
	No
	

	HI
	No Rule
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ID
	Yes
	3 years preceding application
	Yes      Yes          Yes       Yes        Yes
	$690
	Yes
	No
	Only

Oregon and Washington lawyers can apply for Admission by Motion.

	IL
	Yes
	5 of 7 years preceding application
	Yes        Yes         Yes      Yes      Yes
	$800
	Yes
	Yes
	

	IN
	No
	5 of 7 years preceding application
	Yes         Yes          Yes      Yes     Yes
	$750
	No
	Yes
	

	IA
	No
	5 of 7 years preceding application
	Rule does not specify except for law professors.
	$575
	No
	Yes
	

	KS
	Yes

Rule 704 
	5 of 7 years preceding application


	Yes         Yes          Yes      Yes     Yes
	$1250
	Yes
	No
	

	KY
	Yes
	5 of 7 years preceding application
	Yes        Yes         Yes       Yes    Yes
	$1200
	Yes
	No
	

	LA
	No Rule
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ME
	Yes
	No less than 3 years before application.
	Yes         Yes          Yes      Yes     Yes
	$600
	Yes: rule only applies to lawyers licensed in New Hampshire or Vermont
	No
	Rule only applies to lawyers licensed in New Hampshire or Vermont

	MD
	No Rule
	
	
	
	
	
	

	MA
	ABA approved or was authorized by state statute to grant the degree of bachelor of laws or juris doctor.
	5 years preceding application
	Yes        Yes        Yes      Yes      Yes
	$710
	No
	No
	

	MI
	No
	3 of 5 years preceding application
	Yes          Yes         Yes      Yes    Yes
	$600
	No
	Yes
	

	MN
	Yes
	5 of 7 years preceding application
	Yes          Yes          Yes     Yes     Yes
	$750
	No
	No
	

	MS
	No Rule
	
	
	
	
	
	

	MO
	Yes
	5 of 7 years preceding application
	Yes          No          Yes       No    No
	$725
	Yes
	No
	

	MT
	No Rule
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NE
	Yes
	5 of 7 years preceding application
	Yes          Yes      Yes       Yes      Yes
	$700-950
	No
	No
	

	NV
	No Rule
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NH
	Yes

	5 of 7 years preceding application


	Yes          Yes         Yes      Yes      Yes
	$675
	Yes
	No
	

	NJ
	No Rule
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NM
	No Rule
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NY
	Yes
	5 of 7 years preceding application
	Yes          Yes          Yes       Yes    Yes
	$400
	No
	No
	If lawyer seeking admission is from another country, then that lawyer must also be admitted in a U.S. jurisdiction that offers reciprocity to New York lawyers.

	NC
	Yes
	4 of 6 years preceding application
	Yes          Yes          Yes        Yes   Yes
	$1500
	Yes
	No
	

	ND
	Yes
	4 of 5 years preceding application
	Yes          Yes          Yes        Yes   Yes
	$400
	No
	No
	

	OH
	Yes
	5 of 10 years preceding application
	Yes          Yes      Yes       Yes       Yes
	$500
	No
	Yes
	

	OK
	Yes
	5 of 7 years preceding application
	Yes          Yes        Yes       Yes      Yes
	$1500
	Yes
	No
	

	OR
	-
	3 years preceding application
	 Rule does not specify.
	$525 plus $225
	Yes
	No
	Only Idaho, Utah and Washington lawyers can apply for Admission by Motion.

	PA
	Yes
	5 of 7 years preceding application
	Yes          Yes          Yes      Yes     Yes
	$900
	Yes
	No
	

	RI
	Yes
	5 of 10 years preceding application
	Yes          Yes          Yes      Yes     Yes
	$550
	No
	No
	Admission by Motion available but must still take essay portion of

RI bar examination.

	SC
	No Rule
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SD
	Yes
	5 years preceding application
	Yes        Yes          No      Yes     No
	$450
	Yes
	No
	Effective January 1, 2004

SDCL 16-16-12.1 and 2

	TN
	Yes
	5 years preceding application
	Yes        Yes         Yes     Yes        Yes
	$1000
	No
	No
	

	TX
	Yes
	5 of 7 years preceding application
	Yes         Yes         Yes     Yes        Yes
	$850
	No
	No
	

	UT
	Yes
	3 of 4 years preceding application
	Yes          Yes         Yes     Yes       Yes
	$625
	Yes
	No
	

	VT
	No
	5 of 10 years preceding application
	 Rule does not specify.
	$600
	Yes.  New Hampshire lawyers admitted if engaged in the active practice of law for 3 years

prior to application.
	No
	Have to complete 3 months of study in office and under direction of Vermont lawyer or complete 15 hours of CLE on Vermont practice and procedure.

	VA
	Yes
	Licensed 5 years 
	Rule does not specify but excludes law professors.
	$1500
	Yes
	Yes
	

	WA
	No
	Varies
	Yes          Yes         Yes     Yes       Yes
	-
	Yes
	No
	Only Idaho and Oregon lawyers can apply for Admission by Motion

	WV
	No
	5 of 7 years preceding application
	Yes        Yes         Yes      Yes       Yes
	$1000
	Yes
	Minimal basis
	

	WI
	No
	3 of 5 years preceding application


	Yes        Yes         Yes      Yes       Yes
	$850
	Yes
	No
	

	WY
	Yes
	5 of 7 years preceding application
	Yes        Yes         Yes      Yes       Yes
	$200
	Yes
	No
	


Copyright © 2006 American Bar Association.  All rights reserved.  Nothing contained in these charts is to be considered the rendering of legal advice.  The charts are intended for educational and informational purposes only.  We make every attempt to keep these charts as accurate as possible. If you are aware of any inaccuracies in the charts, please send your corrections or additions and the source of that information to John Holtaway, (312) 988-5298, jholtaway@staff.abanet.org.

� While the New Hampshire rule does contain a few exceptions (certain applicants from Vermont can qualify under a special rule even if they did not graduate from an ABA-approved law school, and applicants who graduated from a law school in an English-speaking common law country may qualify), it generally provides that applicants must have graduated from an ABA-approved law school.  See NH Supreme Court Rule 42(10)(a)(ii); NH Supreme Court Rule 42(11).
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