Appendix B: Procedural Frameworks for Mental Health Civil Commitment
Category A (Green): Comprehensive standalone procedural system — practitioners need only consult general civil rules in extremely rare cases.
Category B (Yellow): Explicit Instruction to rely on general probate or civil procedure rules in statute.
Category C (Orange): Silent Default / Inherent Discretion. Jurisdictions where the statute provides a framework but are silent on operational court rules, leaving courts to rely on default civil rules, local standing orders, or case by case discretion.
Category D (Red): Administrative / Board-Based Systems. Jurisdictions utilizing non-judicial boards or hearing officers outside the traditional civil court framework.
	Jurisdiction
	Cat.
	Primary Statute
	Standalone Court Rules
	Explicit Civil/Probate Procedure Reference

	Alabama
	B
	Ala. Code §§ 22-52-1 to -10.11
	No
	Yes — ARCP Rule 1 applies in probate courts; § 12-13-12 directs probate courts to rely on circuit court rules.

	Alaska
	B
	AS 47.30.660–.915
	No (judicial benchbook; standardized forms)
	Yes — AS 47.30.735(b)(4): 'rules of evidence and civil procedure applied'

	Arizona
	B
	A.R.S. §§ 36-504 to -544
	Not yet (AO 2025-157 Task Force developing standalone rules)
	Yes — § 36-539(D): 'in addition to all rules of evidence and the Arizona rules of civil procedure'

	Arkansas
	C
	Ark. Code §§ 20-47-201 to -228
	No
	Silent

	California
	C
	Welf. & Inst. Code § 5000 et seq. (LPS Act); § 5970 et seq. (CARE Act)
	Yes — Judicial Council rules; but only for CARE Act proceedings which depend on specific diagnoses.
	Standalone comprehensive system, but civil procedure often applies to fill gaps.

	Colorado
	B
	C.R.S. §§ 27-65-101 to -131
	No (pattern jury instructions Ch. 35 but these only cover trial)
	Yes — § 27-65-113(1): 'conducted in the same manner as other civil proceedings'

	Connecticut
	C
	C.G.S. §§ 17a-495 to -528
	No
	Silent

	Delaware
	C
	Del. Code Ann. tit. 16, ch. 50 (§§ 5001-5026)
	No
	Silent

	D.C.
	A
	D.C. Code §§ 21-501 to -592
	Yes — SCR Mental Health Rules 1-17 (comprehensive 17-rule system)
	Selective: Rule 12(d) incorporates enumerated civil rules, subordinate to MH rules

	Florida
	C
	Fla. Stat. ch. 394 (Baker Act)
	No
	Extensive statutory scheme, but does not specify how to resolve gaps in procedure.

	Georgia
	C
	O.C.G.A. §§ 37-3-40 to -166
	No (probate court standard forms)
	Silent

	Hawaii
	B
	HRS ch. 334, §§ 334-59 to -60.8
	No
	Yes — HRCP Rule 81(b)(7) governs applicability of civil procedure to Ch. 334 proceedings

	Idaho
	C
	Idaho Code §§ 66-317 to -337
	No
	Silent (§ 66-337(3) calls hearings 'a civil proceeding' but does not reference IRCP)

	Illinois
	C
	405 ILCS 5 (Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities Code)
	No
	Extensive statutory scheme, but does not specify how to resolve gaps in procedure.

	Indiana
	B
	IC 12-26-1 to 12-26-14
	No
	Yes — IC 12-26-1-6: 'conducted as other civil proceedings according to the Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure'

	Iowa
	A
	Iowa Code ch. 229
	Yes — Iowa Court Rules ch. 12 (Rules 12.1-12.27+); ch. 13 (substance use)
	Standalone: statute + dedicated Supreme Court rules

	Kansas
	B
	KSA §§ 59-2945 to -2984 (Care and Treatment Act)
	No
	KSA rules of civil procedure 60-201(b) applies by default operation

	Kentucky
	C
	KRS ch. 202A (§§ 202A.011-.432)
	No (AOC Form 730; Judicial Commission on Mental Health)
	Statute is detailed, but does not specify how to fill gaps in procedure

	Louisiana
	C
	La. R.S. 28:50-56
	No
	Silent

	Maine
	B
	Title 34-B §§ 3862-3864
	No
	Unclear where to categorize § 3864(11)(D): civil rules apply to appeals, but unclear what courts do for normal proceedings

	Maryland
	D
	Md. Code Ann., Health-Gen. §§ 10-601 to -632
	Yes — OAH administrative hearing system; COMAR 10.21.01 regulations
	Displaced: administrative hearing model with own regulations replaces civil court procedure

	Massachusetts
	C
	G.L. c. 123
	No — non-binding District Court Standards of Judicial Practice: Civil Commitment (16 proceeding types); Uniform Trial Court Rules
	The Standards of Judicial Practice document itself states explicitly: "Unlike rules of court, the Standards of Judicial Practice are not mandatory in application.

	Michigan
	A
	MCL 330.1001 et seq. (Mental Health Code, ch. 4)
	Yes — MCR ch. 5 (probate court rules); standardized forms via SCAO
	Standalone comprehensive code, rules of civil procedure only apply where not superseded by MCR ch. 5 or statute.

	Minnesota
	A
	Minn. Stat. ch. 253B
	Yes — Special Rules of Procedure Governing Proceedings Under the Minnesota Commitment and Treatment Acts (25+ rules, ADM10-8046)
	Standalone; rules explicitly supersede general civil procedure (except Rule 4 for service)

	Mississippi
	C
	Miss. Code §§ 41-21-61 to -107
	No (DMH Uniform Civil Commitment Affidavit and Guide)
	Silent

	Missouri
	C
	RS Mo ch. 632 (§§ 632.300-.475)
	No (local probate practice manuals)
	Silent

	Montana
	B
	MCA §§ 53-21-101 to -196
	No
	Yes — § 53-21-126 area: 'The trial is governed by the Montana Rules of Civil Procedure'

	Nebraska
	D
	Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 71-901 to -962
	Yes — Mental Health Board Reference Manual; Board-based adjudicatory system
	Displaced: Mental Health Boards (not courts) conduct hearings; appeals follow criminal procedure (§ 71-951)

	Nevada
	C
	NRS ch. 433A (§§ 433A.140-.330)
	No 
	Silent

	New Hampshire
	C
	RSA 135-C:27-54
	No (Sup. Ct. R. 32-A for counsel only)
	Silent

	New Jersey
	B
	N.J.S.A. 30:4-27.1 et seq.
	Yes — R. 4:74-7 (adults) & R. 4:74-7A (minors); ICCRB resource binder
	Yes — Rule embedded within Part IV civil practice rules; general rules (R. 1:7-4) applied in commitment cases

	New Mexico
	C
	NMSA §§ 43-1-1 to -25
	No (standardized court forms)
	Silent

	New York
	C
	Mental Hygiene Law Article 9
	No
	Procedure rules apply based on which court has jurisdiction, no specific direction from statute.

	North Carolina
	C
	N.C.G.S. ch. 122C, art. 5 (§§ 122C-261 to -295)
	No formal court rules (extensive AOC-SP forms; UNC Civil Commitment Manual)
	Silent, appears to largely rely on administrative orders and forms.

	North Dakota
	B
	NDCC ch. 25-03.1 (§§ 25-03.1-01 to -40)
	No (standard court forms SFN 17260 series)
	Yes — § 25-03.1-21: 'North Dakota Rules of Civil Procedure are available to the respondent'

	Ohio
	B
	ORC ch. 5122 (§§ 5122.01-.99)
	No
	Yes — § 5122.15(A)(15): 'To the extent not inconsistent with this chapter, the Rules of Civil Procedure are applicable'

	Oklahoma
	B
	43A O.S. §§ 1-101 et seq.
	No
	Yes — § 1-107(F): 'rules of civil procedure shall apply to all judicial proceedings provided for in this title'

	Oregon
	C
	ORS ch. 426
	No
	Self-contained statutory scheme, silent on court rules.

	Pennsylvania
	C
	50 P.S. §§ 7101-7503 (MHPA)
	No
	Silent statute; courts apply Pa.R.C.P. general civil rules by default through case law.

	Rhode Island
	C
	R.I. Gen. Laws ch. 40.1-5 (§§ 40.1-5-1 to -43)
	No (standardized MHL forms)
	Silent

	South Carolina
	C
	S.C. Code tit. 44, ch. 17 (§§ 44-17-410 to -870)
	No
	Silent (probate court procedures fill gaps)

	South Dakota
	D
	SDCL tit. 27A
	Board-based: County Boards of Mental Illness conduct hearings
	Displaced: administrative board system outside civil court framework

	Tennessee
	C
	Tenn. Code tit. 33, ch. 6 (Parts 1-10)
	No formal rules (DMHSAS model forms)
	Silent

	Texas
	C
	Health & Safety Code ch. 574
	No
	Silent, statutory scheme covers most issues.

	Utah
	C
	Utah Code §§ 26B-5-331 to -351
	No (extensive standardized court forms)
	Selective only — URCP Rule 25 for party substitution; 'informal manner' hearing standard

	Vermont
	B
	18 V.S.A. §§ 7611-7627
	No (standardized forms MH-9A, MH-9B)
	Yes — § 7615(c): 'the Vermont Rules of Civil Procedure shall be applicable' to extent not inconsistent

	Virginia
	C
	Va. Code Ann. §§ 37.2-800 to -821
	No
	Silent but comprehensively detailed statute; relies on state-provided forms and ad hoc discretion

	Washington
	C
	RCW ch. 71.05 (Involuntary Treatment Act)
	Formerly had standalone rules
	Statewide rules (MPRs) were rescinded in 2023 in reliance on the statute; remaining rules explicitly leave procedural gap-filling to local county-by-county rule drafting.

	West Virginia
	C
	W. Va. Code §§ 27-5-1 to -11
	No (uniform forms; Trial Ct. Rules 14.05, 16.09 for narrow issues)
	Rules of Evidence referenced (§ 27-5-2) but Rules of Civil Procedure apply by default only

	Wisconsin
	B
	Wis. Stat. ch. 51
	No
	Yes — Wis. Stat. § 51.20(10)(c) explicitly incorporates civil procedure via § 801.01(2).

	Wyoming
	B
	Wyo. Stat. §§ 25-10-101 to -305
	No
	Yes — § 25-10-110(g): 'proceedings shall follow the Wyoming Rules of Civil Procedure'; § 25-10-110(d): service 'as provided by' WRCP


Sources: State statutory compilations; Treatment Advocacy Center, Grading the States (2020); SAMHSA, Civil Commitment and the Mental Health Care Continuum (2019); CRS Report R47571; Zhong et al., JAAPL (2023); Stone D., There Are Cracks in the Civil Commitment Process: A Practitioner's Recommendations to Patch the System, Fordham Urban Law Journal (2016); state court rule databases.




