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Hon. John R. Lopez, IV, Chair 
Task Force on Rules of the Supreme Court of Arizona 
1501 W. Washington St. 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 
 

 

SUPREME COURT OF ARIZONA 
 
 
PETITION TO AMEND RULES   )   Supreme Court No. R-26-0003 
122 AND 122.1 OF THE RULES )  
OF THE SUPREME COURT  )   MOTION TO EXTEND TIME  
OF ARIZONA )   FOR FILING THE REPLY 
______________________________) 
 
        Petitioner moves this Court to extend the time for filing a Reply in this matter. 
 
The Reply due date is currently June 1, 2026. Petitioner requests an extension until 

September 18, 2026. In conjunction with that request, Petitioner asks the Court to 

consider R-26-0003 at its December 2026 Rules Agenda, rather than at its August 

2026 Rules Agenda. 

 Seven comments were posted on the Court Rules Forum during the public 

comment period for R-26-0003, which closed on May 1. These comments raised 

multiple and substantial issues that the Task Force on Rules of the Supreme Court 

of Arizona (“Task Force”) will need to address in the Reply. The comments were 

included in the May 11, 2026, meeting materials, but the Task Force only scratched 

the surface of the comments at that meeting. It will take a deeper dive at its next 

meeting, which is set for June 12. (The meeting schedule was set months ago, and it 
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isn’t feasible for the Task Force to meet again before the current June 1 Reply 

deadline.) The scope of the anticipated revisions could also require the Task Force 

to consider them at its July 20 meeting, or even again at its September 3 meeting. 

This is admittedly a lengthy interval, but it accounts for the established schedule of 

Task Force meetings, anticipated drafting between Task Force meetings, and Task 

Force approval of the final work product. Pre-petition versions of Rules 122 and 

122.1 generated robust discussions at the October 2025 and December 2025 Task 

Force meetings, and a slower, deliberative process might be helpful for reaching 

consensus concerning further revisions that Petitioner expects the Reply will 

propose. 

 The Task Force is therefore requesting more time to work through the issues, 

thereby allowing it to file a well-considered Reply. If its Reply is ready sooner, the 

Task Force will file it before the proposed due date.  

 Conclusion. The Task Force moves the Court to extend the Reply due date 

for R-26-0003 to September 18, 2026, and to place this matter on the Court’s 

December 2026 Rules Agenda. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 22nd day of May 2026. 

 

By _/s/__________________________ 
Hon. John R. Lopez, IV 
Arizona Supreme Court 
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A copy of the motion was sent this 22nd day of May 2026 by email to: 

michael.a.chihak@gmail.com 
newsdog72@gmail.com 
projects2@courts.az.gov 
bodneyd@ballardspahr.com 
kelleym@ballardspahr.com 
elizabeth.ortiz@apaac.az.gov 
pamela.gates@jbazmc.maricopa.gov 
jessica.fotinos@staff.azbar.org 
 


