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Rule 122.1. Use of Electronic Devices at a Courthouse

(a) Purpose. This rule specifies the permitted and prohibited uses of an electronic device at a courthouse when it is not being used as a recording device. 
(b) Definitions.  
(1) An “electronic device” is a device capable of electronically storing, accessing, receiving or transmitting information. 
(2) This rule incorporates the definitions set forth in Rule 122(b).
(c) Use of an Electronic Device In a Courtroom. A judge may regulate the use of an electronic device that is disruptive to a court proceeding or contrary to the administration of justice. A person must silence an electronic device in a courtroom, but may use it subject to the following restrictions.
(1) Jurors. A juror must turn off electronic devices while present in a courtroom, and while present during a jury's deliberations, except during breaks.
(2) Witnesses. A witness may use an electronic device while testifying only with the permission of a judge.
(3)	Attorneys, Parties, and Members of the Public. An attorney, party or member of the public may not use a portable electronic device to make or receive telephone calls during a proceeding.
(d) Use of an Electronic Device in a Courthouse Outside of a Courtroom. A person may use an electronic device in a courthouse outside of a courtroom subject to the authority of judges, clerks, court administration, or court security to limit or terminate activity that is disruptive to court operations or that compromises courthouse security.
(e) Unauthorized Use of a Portable Electronic Device. A person who uses an electronic device in violation of this rule is subject to sanctions, including contempt of court or criminal charges.

