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Rule 122.1. Use of Portable Electronic Devices at a Courthouse

(a) Purpose. This rule specifies the permitted and prohibited uses of portable electronic devices in a courthouse. A portablean electronic device may have the capability of functioning as a recording device as defined in Rule 122. This rule governs portable electronic devicesat a courthouse when they areit is not being used as a recording device. The use of a portable electronic device as a recording device is governed by, and subject to the limitations and requirements of, Rule 122. 
(b) Definitions.  
(1) A “portable An “electronic device” is a mobile device capable of electronically storing, accessing, receiving or transmitting information. The term encompasses, among other things, a transportable computer of any size, including a tablet, a notebook, and a laptop; a smart phone, a cell phone, or other wireless phone; a camera and other audio or video recording devices; other devices that provide internet access; and any similar items.
(2) This rule incorporates the definitions set forth in Rule 122(b).
(c) Use of an Electronic Device In a Courtroom. A judge may regulate the use of an electronic device that is disruptive to a court proceeding or contrary to the administration of justice. A person must silence an electronic device in a courtroom, but may use it subject to the following restrictions.
(1) Jurors. A juror must turn off  electronic devices while present in a courtroom, and while present during a jury's deliberations, except during breaks.
(2) Witnesses. A witness may use an electronic device while testifying only with the permission of a judge.
(3) Attorneys, Parties and members of the Public. a Portable An attorney, party or member of the public may not use a portable electronic device to make or receive telephone calls during a proceeding.
(d) Use of an Electronic Device in a Courthouse Outside of a Courtroom; Limitations. Except as provided in (d) and (e),. A person may use a portablean electronic device in a courthouse, outside of a courtroom subject to the authority of judges, clerks, court administration, or court security to limit or terminate activity that is disruptive to court operations or that compromises courthouse security.
(e) Jurors and Witnesses. The following restrictions apply to use of portable electronic devices by jurors, including prospective jurors, and by witnesses.
(4) Jurors. Jurors must turn off their portable electronic devices while present in a courtroom and while present in a jury room during the jury's deliberations and discussions concerning a case. Jurors may use their portable electronic devices for allowable purposes during breaks.
(5) Witnesses. A witness must silence any portable electronic device while in a courtroom and may use a portable electronic device while testifying only with permission of a judge.
(f) Attorneys, Parties, and Members of the Public. The following provisions apply to use of portable electronic devices in a courtroom by attorneys, parties, and members of the public. Any allowed use of a portable electronic device under this section is subject to the authority of a judge to terminate activity that is disruptive or distracting to a court proceeding, or that is otherwise contrary to the administration of justice.
(1) Allowed Uses. Attorneys, parties, and members of the public may use a portable electronic device in a courtroom to retrieve or to store information, to access the Internet, and to send and receive text messages or information.
(2) Prohibited Uses. A portable electronic device may not be used, without permission of the court, to make or to receive telephone calls or for other audible functions while court is in session, and attorneys, parties, and members of the public must silence portable electronic devices while in the courtroom.
(g) Unauthorized Use of a Portable Electronic Device. A person who uses a portablean electronic device in violation of this rule is subject to sanctions, including contempt of court or criminal charges.

