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Jessica J. Fotinos, Bar No. 019777
General Counsel

State Bar of Arizona

4201 N. 24th Street, Suite 100
Phoenix, AZ 85016-6288

(602) 340-7236

IN THE SUPREME COURT

STATE OF ARIZONA
In the Matter of: Supreme Court No. R-26-0022
PETITION TO AMEND STATE BAR OF ARIZONA
SUPERIOR COURT RULES OF COMMENT
APPELLATE PROCEDURE—
CRIMINAL

Pursuant to Rule 28(e) of the Arizona Rules of Supreme Court, the State Bar
of Arizona (the “State Bar’) hereby submits the following as its Comment to the
above-captioned Petition.

The State Bar, through its Criminal Practice and Procedure Committee,
reviewed the above-captioned Petition to amend the Superior Court Rules of
Appellate Procedure—Criminal. The Petition notes that many of the state’s Rules
have been restyled in recent years. But those came about after the work of Supreme
Court established task forces formed specifically to study the previous rules and
recommend proposed restyling and substantive changes when permitted by the

Court.




O© 0 9 N »n B~ WL =

N N NN N NN M e e e e e e e e
LD A W D = O O 0 9 N M BlAW DY = O

Given this, the State Bar opposes this Petition. Instead, the State Bar requests
that this Court establish a task force to study whether restyling the Superior Court
Rules of Appellate Procedure—Criminal is needed or appropriate, and, if so, to
propose restyled rules.

CONCLUSION

The State Bar respectfully requests that the Court deny the Petition and instead

establish a task force to study the need to restyle the Superior Court Rules of

Appellate Procedure—Criminal.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 1% day of May, 2026.

Jesstca . Fotinos

Jessica J. Fotinos
General Counsel

Electronic copy filed with the
Clerk of the Supreme Court of Arizona
this 1% day of May, 2026.
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