
 
 

SUPREME COURT OF ARIZONA 
                                                                
In the Matter of                  )  Arizona Supreme Court      
                                  )  No. R-24-0063              
RULE 31.3, RULES OF THE SUPREME   )                             
COURT                             )                             
                                  )                             
                                  )                             
                                  )                             
__________________________________)  FILED:08/28/2025                           
 

 
ORDER ADOPTING ON A PERMANENT BASIS  

AMENDMENTS TO RULE 31.3 OF THE  
RULES OF THE SUPREME COURT OF ARIZONA 

On December 30, 2024, Judge Samuel A. Thumma, Chair of the 

Arizona Commission on Access to Justice (“the Commission”), 

filed a rule petition on the Commission’s behalf proposing to 

amend Rule 31.3(e) of the Rules of the Supreme Court of Arizona 

to add an additional subpart to the rule. On January 2, 2025, 

Judge Thumma filed an amended petition to change the numeric 

designation of the additional subpart because the initially 

proposed designation already appears in the rule with another 

subpart.  

On January 28, 2025, the Court entered an order granting 

the petition’s request for expedited consideration and adopted 

the amendment on an emergency basis under Rule 28(h)(2) of the 

Rules of the Supreme Court of Arizona, effective immediately.  

The order also provided that the Court would consider whether to 

adopt the rule amendment on a permanent basis during the August 
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2025 Rules Agenda, and it opened public comment on the petition 

and the amendment until May 1, 2025.  

As the Court has not received any comments and as the Court 

remains convinced that the rule amendment is appropriate, 

IT IS ORDERED that Rule 31.3(e) is amended on a permanent 

basis in accordance with the amendment shown on the attachment 

to this order, effective immediately.  The amendment shown on 

the attachment is the same as the amendment shown on the 

attachment to this Court’s January 28, 2025, order. 

DATED this 26th day of August, 2025. 
 
 
 

________/s/__________________ 
ANN A. SCOTT TIMMER  
Chief Justice 
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TO: 

Rule 28 Distribution 
Hon Samuel A Thumma 
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ATTACHMENT1 

RULES OF THE SUPREME COURT OF ARIZONA 

Rule 31.3. Exceptions to Rule 31.2 
(a)–(d) [No change] 

(e) Other. 
(1)–(9) [No change] 
(10) Authorized Community Justice Workers and Certified Community Legal 

Advocates. Authorized community justice workers and certified community legal 
advocates may perform services in compliance with the Arizona Code of Judicial 
Administration, Section 7-211: Community-Based Justice Work Service Delivery 
Models. An individual who has been disbarred by the highest court in any state; has been 
denied admission to the practice of law in Arizona for any reason other than the failure to 
secure a passing examination score; or has been denied certification, or whose 
certification has been revoked or suspended, by a regulatory governing body, is not 
eligible to become an authorized community justice worker or a certified community 
legal advocate. 
 

 
1 Additions to the text of the rule are shown by underscoring.  


