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Rule 8.1. Assignment and Management of Commercial Cases
(a) – (c) [No changes.]
(d) Assignment of Cases to the Commercial Court.
(1) Request. A party to an eligible commercial case may request assignment of the case to the commercial court.
(2) By Plaintiff in a case commenced in a county that has established a commercial court. A plaintiff seeking assignment of an eligible case to the commercial court must do so at the time of filing the complaint by (A) including in the initial complaint's caption the words “commercial court assignment requested,” and (B) if the complaint is not electronically filed, completing a civil cover sheet that indicates the action is an eligible commercial case.
(3) By Other Parties in a case commenced in a county that has established a commercial court. If a plaintiff has not sought assignment to the commercial court, another party, within 20 days after that party's appearance, may file a separate notice stating that the case is eligible for, and requesting assignment of the case to, the commercial court.
(4) By parties in a case commenced in a county that has not established a commercial court. In a case that has been transferred to a county that has established a commercial court from a county that has not established a commercial court, within 20 days after notice of assignment of a judicial officer to the case, any party may file a separate notice stating that the case is eligible for, and requesting assignment of the case to, the commercial court. 
(54) Assignment. Upon the filing of a complaint by a plaintiff requesting assignment to the commercial court under (d)(2), or the filing by another party of a Notice Requesting Assignment to the Commercial Court under (d)(3), the case will be assigned to the commercial court.
(65) Transfer out of Commercial Court by the Presiding Judge. After assignment of a case to the commercial court, if the commercial court judge determines the matter is not an eligible commercial case, then the judge may either keep the case or request that the presiding judge or designee transfer the case out of the commercial court. If the presiding judge or designee agrees to transfer the case out of the commercial court, the presiding judge or designee may either leave the case with the judge to whom it is currently assigned or reassign the case to a general civil court.
(76) Discretion of Presiding Judge. The presiding judge or designee may reassign any case that qualifies under Rule 8.1(b)(6),(7), (10), or (11) to a general civil court.
(87) Judicial Request to Transfer to the Commercial Court. Within 20 days after the filing of the first responsive pleading or Rule 12 motion, a judge of a general civil court may request the presiding judge or designee to transfer a case to the commercial court if that judge determines the matter is an eligible commercial case.
(98) Complex Cases. Assignment of a case to the commercial court does not impair the right of a party to request reassignment of the case to the Maricopa County complex civil litigation program under applicable local rules.
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