May 19, 2006

Supreme Court of Arizona

1501 W. Washington Suite 402

Phoenix, AZ 85007

Re: Proposed Changes to Rules 53, 31(a) (2), and 41(g); 

Hon. Justices,

The State Bar of Arizona has proposed changes to the above-referenced rules in R-05-0021. These changes are unnecessary and will be a burden to attorneys in Arizona, the Courts and the State Bar.

Extending a code of “professionalism” to every area of a lawyer’s personal life will be hanging a “kick me” sign on every lawyer in the state. Any ex-spouse, boyfriend, girlfriend, estranged child, irritated neighbor or just someone with an axe to grind will be able to punish a lawyer with this device. Who has never said something rude, been inconsiderate or boorish? Who has never irritated someone else?
Lawyers in private practice are under a great deal of pressure. They need to be able to go home at the end of the day, put on shorts and a t-shirt and be real people. The proposal by the State Bar indicates how out-of-touch it is with the membership. Please reject its proposal.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert A. Kerry

