Gerald A. Williams
Arizona Bar No. 018947
North Valley Justice Court
14264 West Tierra Buena Lane
Surprise, AZ 85274

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA

In the Matter of: 				              	 	)     Supreme Court  
															)     No. R-24-0025		
PETITION TO AMEND 						) 
RULES 14.4 and 17.2             				)	  
of the RULES OF      	                         )      
CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 	             )  


This comment is filed on behalf of the Justice of the Peace Bench in Maricopa County.  We take no position on the merits of the proposed rule changes.  Our only request is that if adopted, the proposed language be modified slightly so that it clearly only applies to felonies.  Consequently, we recommend the following change to the suggested amendment to Ariz.R.Crim.P. 17.2(b)(1):      
1) Civil Rights. When accepting a change of plea to a felony, the court must advise that a plea to a felony offense will affect the defendant’s civil rights and specifically state: “If you are convicted of a felony offense, certain civil rights will be suspended. These rights include the right to:

This comment was presented at a bench meeting on March 13, 2024, and was then unanimously endorsed by a vote of our bench.  



RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, this 14th day of March, 2024.



													/s/ Anna Huberman					
													ANNA HUBERMAN
													Presiding Justice of the Peace
													Maricopa County
													Justice Court Administration
													222 North Central Ave., Suite 210
 								                     Phoenix, AZ 85004
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