
SUPREME COURT OF ARIZONA 
                                                                
In the Matter of                  )  Arizona Supreme Court      
                                  )  No. R-22-0009              
RULE 124, RULES OF THE SUPREME    )                             
COURT                             )                             
                                  )                             
                                  )                             
                                  )                             
__________________________________)                             
 

ORDER AMENDING VARIOUS RULES  
OF PROCEDURE  

An amended petition having been filed proposing to amend 

various rules of procedure to regulate the use and acceptance of 

electronic signatures and notarized documents, and two comments 

having been received, upon consideration, 

IT IS ORDERED that the following rules are amended in 

accordance with the attachment to this order, effective January 

1, 2024: 

(1) Rules 5.1, 5.2, and 11 of the Rules of Civil 

Procedure; 

(2) Rules 1.6 and 1.7 of the Rules of Criminal Procedure; 

(3) Rules 20, 26, and 43.1 of the Rules of Family Law 

Procedure;  

(4) Rule 105 of the Rules of Procedure for the Juvenile 

Court; 

(5) Rule 4.2 of the Rules of Civil Appellate Procedure; 

and 
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(6) Rule 109 of the Justice Court Rules of Civil 

Procedure. 

DATED this 24th day of August, 2023. 
 
 

_______/s/____________________ 
ROBERT BRUTINEL 
Chief Justice 
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TO: 
 
Rule 28 Distribution 
David K Byers 
Susan Pickard 
Donna McQuality 
Lisa M Panahi 
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ATTACHMENT1 

RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE 

Rule 5.1. Filing Pleadings and Other Documents 
(a)-(e) [No change] 
(f) Electronic Signatures and Electronic Notarizations. The clerk must accept for 

filing any document that purports to have a signature, including documents that appear to 
be electronically signed or electronically notarized in accordance with applicable law. If 
the authenticity or sufficiency of an electronic signature or electronic notarization is 
disputed, a judicial officer will make a determination under applicable substantive law. 
Rule 5.2. Form of Documents 

(a)-(b) [No change] 
(c) Electronically Filed Documents. 

(1) [No change] 
(2) Formats of Attachments. 

(A)-(B) [No change] 
(C) Notarized Documents. A notarized document or a scanned copy of a 

notarized document may be filed electronically if it contains the notarial officer's 
signature, a certificate as required by A.R.S. § 41-264, and stamp or seal, if 
applicable. 

(D)-(E) [No change] 
(3)-(4) [No change] 

* * * 
Rule 11. Signing Pleadings, Motions, and Other Documents; Representations to the 
Court; Sanctions; Assisting Filing by Self-Represented Person 

(a) Signature. 
(1) [No change] 
(2) Electronic Filings. A person may sign an electronically filed document filed 

through the person's court-authorized electronic filing service provider account by 
placing the symbol “/s/” on the signature line the person's scanned signature or the 
person's typed name preceded by "/s/." above the person's name. An electronic signature 
has the same force and effect as a signature on a document that is not filed electronically. 

 
1 Additions to the text of a rule are shown by underscoring and deletions are shown 

by strike-through.  
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The court may treat a document that was filed using a person's electronic filing 
registration information as a filing that was made or authorized by that person.  

(3) [No change] 
(b)-(d) [No change] 

RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 

Rule 1.6. Form of Documents 
(a)-(b) [No change] 
(c) Electronically Filed Documents. If a court has an electronic filing portal, a 

document may be filed electronically. 
(1) [No change] 
(2) Formats of Attachments. 

(A)-(B) [No change] 
(C) Notarized Documents. A notarized document or a scanned copy of a 

notarized document may be filed electronically if it contains the notarial officer's 
signature, a certificate as required by A.R.S. § 41-264, and stamp or seal, if 
applicable. 

(D)-(E) [No change] 
(3)-(4) [No change] 
(5) Signature. All electronic filings must be signed. A person may sign an 

electronic document filed through the person's court-authorized electronic filing service 
provider account by placing the symbol “/s/” on the signature line the person's scanned 
signature or the person's typed name preceded by "/s/." above the person's name. An 
electronic signature is equivalent to an ink signature on paper. 

* * * 
Rule 1.7. Filing and Service of Documents 

(a)-(c) [No change] 
(d) Electronic Signatures and Electronic Notarizations. The clerk must accept for 

filing any document that purports to have a signature, including documents that appear to 
be electronically signed or electronically notarized in accordance with applicable law. If 
the authenticity or sufficiency of an electronic signature or electronic notarization is 
disputed, a judicial officer will make a determination under applicable substantive law. 

(v) [No change] 

 

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000251&cite=AZSTS41-264&originatingDoc=N5DE0A7B0930F11ED874EC69E6D6193DF&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=89ec16b6e43b4913a459b198a44e3340&contextData=(sc.Search)
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RULES OF FAMILY LAW PROCEDURE 

Rule 20. Form of Documents 
(a)-(b) [No change] 
(c) Electronically Filed Documents. 

(1) [No change] 
(2) Format of Attachments. 

(A)-(B) [No change] 
(C) Notarized Documents. A notarized document or a scanned copy of a 

notarized document may be filed electronically if it contains the notarial officer's 
signature, a certificate as required by A.R.S. § 41-264, and stamp or seal, if 
applicable. 

(D)-(E) [No change] 
(3) [No change] 

* * * 
Rule 26. Signing Pleadings, Motions, and Other Documents; Representations to the 
Court; Sanctions 

(a) Signature. 
(1) [No change] 
(2) Electronic Filings. A person may sign an electronically filed document filed 

through that person's court-authorized electronic filing service provider account by 
placing the symbol “/s/” on the signature line the person's scanned signature or the 
person's typed name preceded by "/s/." above the person's name. An electronic signature 
has the same force and effect as a signature on a document that is not filed electronically. 
The court may treat a document that was filed using a person's electronic filing 
registration information as a filing that was made or authorized by that person. 

(3) [No change] 
(b)-(c) [No change] 

* * * 
Rule 43.1. Filings, Pleadings, and Other Documents 

(a)-(h) [No change] 
(i) Electronic Signatures and Electronic Notarizations. The clerk must accept for 

filing any document that purports to have a signature, including documents that appear to 
be electronically signed or electronically notarized in accordance with applicable law. If 

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000251&cite=AZSTS41-264&originatingDoc=N5D1F5380930F11ED9B5B9BCBF84F80CD&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=4ab037a233e44d5f8eef73e052598005&contextData=(sc.Search)
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the authenticity or sufficiency of an electronic signature or electronic notarization is 
disputed, a judicial officer will make a determination under applicable substantive law. 

RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE JUVENILE COURT 

Rule 105. Form of Filed Documents 
(a)-(d) [No change] 
(e) Electronically Filed Documents. 

(1) [No change] 
(2) Format of Attachments. 

(A)-(B) [No change] 
(C) Notarized Documents. A notarized document or a scanned copy of a 

notarized document may be filed electronically if it contains the notarial officer's 
signature, a certificate as required by A.R.S. § 41-264, and stamp or seal, if 
applicable. 

(D)-(E) [No change] 
(3)-(4) [No change] 

(f) Signature. 
(1) [No change] 
(2) Electronic Filings. A person may sign an electronically filed document filed 

through the person's court-authorized electronic filing service provider account by 
placing the symbol “/s/” on the signature line the person's scanned signature or the 
person's typed name preceded by "/s/." above the person's name. An electronic signature 
has the same force and effect as a signature on a document that is not filed electronically. 
The court may treat a document that was filed using a person's electronic filing 
registration information as a filing that was made or authorized by that person.  

(3) [No change] 
(g)-(h) [No change]   
(i) Electronic Signatures and Electronic Notarizations. The clerk must accept for 

filing any document that purports to have a signature, including documents that appear to 
be electronically signed or electronically notarized in accordance with applicable law. If 
the authenticity or sufficiency of an electronic signature or electronic notarization is 
disputed, a judicial officer will make a determination under applicable substantive law. 

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000251&cite=AZSTS41-264&originatingDoc=N5C6FB291930F11ED9A0E9BF11C484FCF&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=061cdfba447b466bb214c227c5525a00&contextData=(sc.Search)
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RULES OF CIVIL APPELLATE PROCEDURE 

Rule 4.2. Electronic Filing 
(a)-(e) [No change] 
(f) Signature and Authorization. 

(1) Signature. All electronic filings must be signed. A person may sign an 
electronically filed document filed through the person's court-authorized electronic filing 
service provider account by placing the symbol “/s/” on the signature line the person's 
scanned signature or the person's typed name preceded by "/s/." above the person's name. 
An electronic signature has the same force and effect as an ink signature on paper.  

(2)-(3) [No change] 
(g)-(h) [No change] 

JUSTICE COURT RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE 

Rule 109. Signatures on Documents Filed with the Court 
a. Signature. Every document that is filed with the court, except for exhibits, must be 

dated and signed by the party's attorney or by the party if the party has no attorney. An 
electronic document may be signed with an electronic signature. A person may sign a 
document filed through the person's court-authorized electronic filing service provider 
account by placing on the signature line the person's scanned signature or the person's 
typed name preceded by "/s/." When two or more parties jointly file a document, each of 
these parties must sign it. However, if the document is filed through an electronic 
medium where only one electronic signature is allowed, all parties who submit the 
document are responsible for the document under Rule 109(b). Any document filed 
without being signed and dated may be stricken by the court. [ARCP 11(a)] 

b.-d. [No change] 
 

 


