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This is the State Bar of Arizona’s (“The State Bar”) comment on the above Petition, which would amend the Tax Court Rules of Practice. The State Bar supports the proposed amendments, with additional stylistic changes proposed herein. 
The Petition’s proposed amendments are primarily stylistic, except for substantive changes to Rule 26 that clarify standards for the introduction of evidence in Small Tax Claims cases. The State Bar believes all of the proposed amendments will promote Petitioner’s goals of modernizing the rule set to conform the language to current style conventions.  The amendments would thus bring the Tax Court Rules of Practice current with the restylings of other sets of rules from 2013 to the present.  Like those other restylings this Court has approved, the amendments would make the rules more useful and accessible to less experienced practitioners and self-represented litigants, promoting access to justice.  
The attachment to this Comment adopts all of the changes proposed in the attachment to the Petition and indicates in strikethrough and underline format additional changes proposed by the State Bar. Those additional changes are described below.
I. RULE 3. COURT CLERK
	Rule 3 would be restyled to eliminate superfluous language in the title and conform capitalization to current style conventions.
II. RULE 4. CASE NUMBERING
	Rule 4 would be restyled to use the current style convention of “must” and to refer to the statute which provides for procedures in small tax claims cases.
III. RULE 6. CASES TRANSFERRED TO THE TAX COURT
	Rule 6 would be restyled to use the active voice and clarify provisions regarding the repayment of fees incurred by the Tax Court.
IV. RULE 7. DOCUMENTS STAMPED BY CLERK
	Rule 7 would be restyled to clarify how the timing of court filings is to be calculated.
V. RULE 9. FORM OF DOCUMENTS	
Rule 9 would be restyled to clarify the information required to be provided by a party’s representative when the representative is not a member of the State Bar of Arizona.  It also conforms the rule to use the current “must” style convention.
VI. RULE 10. FILING OF COVER SHEET
	Rule 10 would be restyled to read more clearly and easily.
VII. RULE 12. HEARINGS AND TRIALS OUTSIDE OF MARICOPA    COUNTY
The title of Rule 12 would be restyled for clarity. 
VIII. RULE 14. PENDING APPEALS CALENDAR
	Rule 14(d) would be restyled to make the language internally consistent and clarify the duties of the Tax Court in reviewing appellate decisions.
IX. RULE 15.1.  DISTRIBUTION OF TAX COURT DECISIONS
The title of Rule 15.1 would be clarified, and the language of Rule 15.1(b) would be restyled to eliminate redundancies created by stylistic revisions to Rule 4.
X. RULE 19. RECLASSIFICATION IN SMALL TAX CLAIMS CASES
	The title and text of Rule 19 would be amended to clarify its application to Small Tax Claims cases.
XI. RULE 20. RECLASSIFICATION WHEN REQUIREMENTS NOT MET IN SMALL TAX CLAIMS CASES
Rule 20 would be amended to clarify its application to Small Tax Claims cases and more effectively use the active voice.
XII. RULE 21. CLERK TO SERVE COMPLAINT IN SMALL TAX CLAIMS CASES
The title and body of Rule 21 would be amended to clarify its application to Small Tax Claims cases and more effectively use the active voice.
XIII. RULE 22. NON-LAWYER REPRESENTATION IN SMALL TAX CLAIMS CASES
The title and body of Rule 22 would be amended to clarify its application to Small Tax Claims cases and to clarify and streamline language regarding procedures for non-lawyer representation.
XIV. RULE 23. DISMISSAL OF SMALL TAX CLAIMS CASES 
The title and body of Rule 23 would be amended to clarify its application to Small Tax Claims cases and clarify the events which give rise to a dismissal with prejudice.
XV. RULE 25. HEARINGS AND TRIALS IN SMALL TAX CLAIMS CASES
The title and body of Rule 25 would be amended to clarify its application to Small Tax Claims cases.


XVI. RULE 26. INTRODUCTION OF EVIDENCE IN SMALL TAX CLAIMS CASES
The title and body of Rule 26 would be amended to clarify its application to Small Tax Claims cases and to clarify that the same evidentiary standard should be applied in Small Tax Claims case hearings as Small Tax Claims case trials, consistent with Rule 25.
XVII. CONCLUSION
	With these changes, the State Bar believes the amendments to the Tax Court Rules of Practice will keep the rule set consistent and up to date with current conventions and promote access to justice.  The State Bar urges the Supreme Court to adopt the rules as amended by Petitioner and as further amended by the State Bar as set forth in the attachment.

       			RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 1st day of May, 2023.

							/s/ Lisa M. Panahi
Lisa M. Panahi
General Counsel


Electronic copy filed with the
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this 1st day of May, 2023.
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