May 3, 2006

To Whom It May Concern:


I don’t have any references for specific cases, but I have requested CDs from electronic courtrooms (ECRs) when the CDs have not been usable due the lack of the audio portion of the day’s proceedings.  Had it not been for counsel requesting a court reporter, me, there wouldn’t have been a record of what took place that day.  Although court reporters can have technological mishaps, we can alert the court when they happen.  In ECRs, the mishaps are often not noticed till the end of the day or even later.


Many lawyers have commented to me that they are grateful they can still access my services rather than having to listen to an audio recording that is either partially or completely inaudible.  This was recently the case in a criminal trial I reported involving a defendant facing over 100 years of incarceration in a child molesting case.  During the trial, his attorneys requested transcripts of the testimony of the victims, and the attorneys were very appreciative of the services I provided.  They told me that there is nothing like having a good court reporter to assist them in the presentation of their cases. They also said it is so much more efficient to receive transcripts than it is to have to listen to audio recordings and still prepare for the next day’s trial proceedings.


Please continue to make our services available as a first choice to the courts and litigants.  Too often indigent litigants complain that the availability of quality representation and services are reserved for those who can afford it.  It seems that one of the main considerations regarding ECR use is financial.  A decision to make ECRs the choice for making the record in the courts will be yet another situation where the indigent person will be in the same position of arguing, and being right, that if they could afford it, they could get the same things from the courts as those more fortunate.


Overall, court reporters can and do provide a more consistent and reliable method of keeping the record.  I hope your decision will be to keep justice and quality services accessible to everybody who walks through the courthouse doors.


Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Miguel A. Benitez

Certified Reporter 50713
