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October 3, 2022

Members of the Arizona Supreme Court
1500 W. Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007

Dear Members of the Court:

On behalf of the Arizona Voice for Crime Victim’s (“AVCV”) Board of Directors, I am writing to you in support
of integrating victims’ rights into Arizona’s Rules of Criminal Procedure. The AVCV Board is aware of the
important work that the Court’s Committee on Criminal Rules Regarding Victims (“Committee”) has done over
the last year and a half. While the final product, which contains the “Section V”* approach as suggested by Court
staff, is different than initially envisioned, it accomplishes the goal of integrating victims’ rights throughout the
rules.

We have been advised that the majority of the Committee does not support integration for various reasons.
However, integration is an important and significant step in protecting and giving effect to victims’ constitutional
and statutory rights. The rules serve as a guide, to both attorneys and judges, throughout the criminal justice
process, and they specify the rights of the accused and the duties of the state. Victims’ rights are implicated
throughout the duration of this process. Yet, as currently written, most of the rules lack instruction to prosecutors,
defense attorneys, and courts on which rights of victims may be at stake at various stages of a criminal case. In
some instances, victims’ rights are undoubtedly overlooked. Integration makes the process better for all involved.
Integration will provide a better guide to attorneys and judges, as well as provide assurances to victims that their
rights, should they choose to exercise them, will be considered and protected at vital stages of a criminal case.

If this Court votes for integration, it will be the first Supreme Court in the nation to develop rules that protect all
of the participants in the criminal justice process. Further, integration would allow for Arizona’s Rules of

Criminal Procedure to serve as the model for other jurisdictions to follow in ensuring that victims’ constitutional
and statutory rights are respected and considered throughout the criminal justice process.

Sincerely,

Deborah ). BePaoll

Deborah J. DePaoli
Board President, Arizona Voice for Crime Victims

CC (via email): AVCV Board Members; Colleen Clase



National Organization of

Parents Of Murdered Children, Inc.

For the families and friends of those who have died by violence.

635 W. 7™ Street, Suite 104 » Cincinnati, OH 45203 » (513) 721-5683 « Fax (513) 345-4489 «
Website: www.pome.org * Email: natlpomc@pome.org

September 23, 2022

Members of the Arizona Supreme Court
1500 W. Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007

Dear Members of the Court;:

I am writing to you on behalf of the National Organization of Parents Of Murdered Children in
support of integrating victims’ rights into Arizona’s Rules of Criminal Procedure.

Parents Of Murdered Children has been helping survivors who have had a homicide in their life
since 1978. We help these survivors navigate the criminal justice system, refer them to one of
the 45 support groups that we have established all over the United States, organize a national
conference for them to attend, and many programs that help them cope with their grief and anger.
As an organization that provides support to victims of homicide crimes, we feel that integrating
victims rights into the applicable rules of criminal procedure will be a step in the direction of
ensuring that victims’ rights are protected every day and in every courtroom across Arizona,

A number of our members have shared their experiences in the court system. Too often we hear
that they have no rights — the murderer has all the rights and they have none. They are not
notified of hearings or changes made in the scheduling of trials and hearings, they feel like their
loved ones are on frial and the offender is the victim. Also, the attorneys and judges don’t seem
to care about what the family is going through with the trial. As an example, one of the most
frustrating things for our members is the length of time it takes for their cases to go to trial or for
the resolution of the appeals process. In Arizona, our members have a constitutional right to a
speedy trial and to a prompt and final conclusion of the case. Amending court rules to require
courts to consider these rights before granting motions to continue and motions to extend filing
deadlines will give effect to victims’ constitutional rights. Of course, this is just one example that
our members have shared where they have felt that their rights weren’t considered. Thus, we
support comprehensive integration.

POMC fully supports AVCV’s efforts to continuously find ways to make the process better for
victims such as integrating victims’ rights into Arizona’s Rules of Criminal Procedure. POMC
strongly encourages this Court to adopt the “Section V” approach that AVCV is supporting.

If I can be of any further assistance, please feel free to contact me at 513-721-5683.

Sincer ely, U)
‘% @/L/v\/a‘tﬂ)\
a

everly JdWarnock
Executive Director

Dedicated to the Aftermath and Prevention of Murder
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September 28, 2022

Members of the Arizona Supreme Court
1500 W. Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007

Dear Members of the Court:

I am writing to you on behalf of the Valley of the Sun Chapter of Parents Of Murdered Children
in support of integrating victims’ rights into Arizona’s Rules of Criminal Procedure.

Members of Parents Of Murdered Children have all been directly impacted by the violent death
of someone they love. As an organization that provides support to victims of homicide crimes,
we feel that integrating victims rights into the applicable rules of criminal procedure will be a
step in the direction of ensuring that victims’ rights are protected every day and in every
courtroom across Arizona.

A number of our members have shared their experiences in the court system. Too often we hear
about how they feel re-victimized by the judicial process, especially when court proceedings are
postponed repeatedly. As you can imagine, preparing for court processes where they know they
will need to be in the same space as someone accused of killing their loved one, is quite
emotionally exhausting and traumatizing often days before each court date and days or even
weeks afterwards. Another source of frustration for our members is the length of time it takes
for their cases to go to trial or for the resolution of the appeals process. In Arizona, our members
have a constitutional right to a speedy trial and to a prompt and final conclusion of the case.
Amending court rules to require courts to consider these rights before granting motions to
continue and motions to extend filing deadlines will give effect to victims’ constitutional rights.
Of course, this is just one example that our members have shared where they have felt that their
rights weren’t considered. Thus, we support comprehensive integration.

POMC fully supports AVCV’s efforts to continuously find ways to make the process better for
victims such as integrating victims’ rights into Arizona’s Rules of Criminal Procedure. POMC
strongly encourages this Court to adopt the “Section V” approach that AVCV is supporting.

If I can be of any further assistance, please feel free to contact me at 602-885-6819.

Sincerely,

Dorothy Green, Chapter Secretary
Valley of the Sun Chapter of Parents Of Murdered Children

National Organization of POMC, Inc. * 635 West 7% Street Suite 104 « Cincinnati, OH 45203 « natlpomc@pomc.org * 513-721-5683






Debhie Carlson

September 18, 2022

Arizona Supreme Coust
1501 W. Washington St Suite 40132
Phoenix, Az B5007

RE: Arigina Victim Bill of Rights integrated vo the Arizona Rules of Criminsl procedures

Dear Arizona Supreme Court,

This lester is to the Commitice members considering Arzona Voices for Crime Victins
recommendation to iegrate victims' rights Into the Arizona rules of eriminal procedures. We
suppart this omstanding organization on everything they do to help victims as they wo through
the criminal justice system,

The importance of this integration is having the Victims Bill of Rights being readily available to
be the guide 1o all involved in the criminal procediure and to understand when and how to apply
themn through each step of the peocess,

‘lost victims do not have their own attomey 1o belp them ensune their rights are represented and

heard. Unfortunately, we didn't bave ane until the erd of our very long case. In hindsight, 1 wish

1 would have utilized Arizona Woices for Crime Wictims much sooner, they were outetanding and
am intrical support for us in the final months of concluding our case,

As the mother of Vigki Lynne Hoskinson, | can assure vou our rights were vinlated countless
times threughout our jewmey with the criminal justice system. In 1984, the Victim's Bill of
Rights did not exist, so we did not have access i if going through our trial. Our case was tried in
1987, almuost three years from the date of Vicki Lymne’s murder i t=ial and moved from Tucesn
tor Phaenix due to pretrial pablicity, an immense Tardship to our Tamily. | became an active vojce
i and worked passionately to ges the Vietims Bill of Rights passed in 1990 so aneiher family
would not have to o through the hell we experienesd. The defindton of a specdy irial was not a
standard in our stmation, and a gross injustice was walking into the courtroem for the senlencing
1o find seals were taped off for the defendants’ parents when we had 1o stand at senleneing.
Thankfully, compassionzie people in attendance saw us standing and gave us their seats. this
shiuld never have been allowed or if o, should have heen done g0 equally. Ohir case was Glled
with long and unnecassary interviews from the defendant’s counsal, repetitive motions and
eountless delays that spanned almost foer decades,

This is the largest travesties in our quest for Justice for Vicki | e, 37 years, 8 months, and 22
days for the inmaie to be execimed, The impact of this has affected our lives beyond messure o



comprebension. The toll it continues 10 take on our smotional, physical, monetary wellbeing was
and is simply wrong. The seales of Justice are 1ot n balance when the criminal is afiorded more
rights than the victim.

[ understand the courts can refer to the Victim Bill of Rights and Rule 39, howover, T believe it is
erucial and would be beneficial for the eourts to have a guide on how to apply them in necessary
simations within the criminal procedures.

1L is my sincere and respectful plea on behalf of countless crime victims, that you integrate these
rights into the Arizona rules criminal peocedure.

Respectfilly submitted,

A@ﬁ;ﬁf Jfﬂzf/%

Debhie Carlson

CC: Arizona Voices for Crime Victims





