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IN THE SUPREME COURT
STATE OF ARIZONA
	[bookmark: _zzmpFIXED_CaptionTable]In the Matter of:
PETITION TO AMEND RULE 60 OF THE ARIZONA RULES OF SUPREME COURT 

	Supreme Court No. R-22-
PETITION





Pursuant to Rule 28(a) of the Arizona Rules of Supreme Court, the State Bar of Arizona (the “State Bar”) hereby petitions the Court to amend Rule 60 of the Rules of the Supreme Court of Arizona. The State Bar seeks expedited consideration of this Petition.
Rule 60(d) provides for the assessment of costs and expenses against a respondent in disciplinary proceedings. The former State Bar President recently convened a Working Group to discuss respondents’ entitlement to recovery of fees and costs in lawyer discipline cases. This Working Group was composed of State Bar staff, respondents counsel, and representation from this Court. The Working Group studied whether and how the disciplinary system should similarly provide a mechanism for respondents in disciplinary cases to seek fees and costs from the State Bar in matters in which the respondent is deemed to have prevailed. This Petition is the product of that Working Group’s collective input. 
Given the Court’s inherent authority over the practice of law, the State Bar submits this Petition for the Court’s consideration of a process in which a respondent may be entitled to seek costs and fees in a disciplinary matter. Attached for the Court’s consideration is the Working Group’s proposed amended Rule 60, as set forth in the appendix to this Petition. 
If the Court adopts the amendments proposed in this Petition, or a different iteration of those proposed, the State Bar requests the Court’s order reflect that the amended rule applies only to discipline complaints filed after the effective date of the amended rule, leaving pending cases undisturbed in this respect. 
CONCLUSION
	The State Bar of Arizona respectfully requests that the Court adopt the attached rule change proposed by the Working Group and order that the amended rule applies to disciplinary complaints filed after the effective date of the amended rule.
       RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 15th day of July, 2022.

							/s/ Lisa M. Panahi
Lisa M. Panahi
General Counsel
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