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O R D E R 

On November 12, 2021, David K. Byers, Administrative 

Director of the Administrative Office of the Courts (“AOC”), 

filed a rule petition on AOC’s behalf to amend Rule 96 of the 

Rules of the Supreme Court of Arizona.  The proposed amendment 

would permit a presiding judge in a county to appoint former 

judges with ten years or more of experience as Senior 

Commissioners with the power to hear and determine civil and 

criminal matters.  The amendment is intended to assist the 

courts in reducing the backlog of matters that have accumulated 

during the pandemic.  Given the urgency of the problem, 

Petitioner further requests that the petition be given expedited 

consideration under Rule 28(h)(1), Rules of the Supreme Court of 

Arizona, and that the proposed amendment be adopted on an 

emergency basis under Rule 28(h)(2) of the same rules.  Upon 

consideration, 
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IT IS ORDERED granting the request to consider this 

petition on an expedited basis. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that during its Administrative Agenda 

on November 23, 2021, the Court will consider whether to adopt 

the proposed rule amendment on an emergency basis.  If it does, 

the Court will open the rule amendment for public comment about 

whether it should be adopted on a permanent basis, with the 

comment period ending on May 1, 2022, and any reply due by June 

1, 2022.  The Court would then decide whether to adopt the rule 

amendment on a permanent basis during its August 2022 Rules 

Agenda.  

DATED this 12th day of November, 2021. 
 
 
 
          ______/s/_____________________ 
          ROBERT BRUTINEL 
          Chief Justice 
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TO: 

Rule 28 Distribution 
David K Byers 
 


