SUPREME COURT OF ARIZONA

In the Matter of ) Arizona Supreme Court
) No. R-21-0020
RULES 18.4 AND 18.5, RULES OF )
CRIMINAL PROCEDURE AND RULE 47(e),)
OF THE ARIZONA RULES OF CIVIL )
PROCEDURE )
)
)
)

) FILED 09/28/2021

ORDER AMENDING RULE 12(a)OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR EVICTION
ACTIONS AND RULE 134(a)(1)OF THE JUSTICE COURT RULES OF CIVIL
PROCEDURE

On August 24, 2021 this Court amended Rules 18.4 and 18.5,
Rules of Criminal Procedure, and Rule 47(e), Rules of Civil
Procedure, by abolishing peremptory strikes in jury selection as
provided under those rules. It being this Court’s iIntention to
abolish the exercise of peremptory strikes in jury selection 1in
all the courts of the State of Arizona,

IT IS ORDERED that Rule 12(a)of the Rules of Procedure for
Eviction Actions and Rule 134 (a)(1)of the Justice Court Rules
of Civil Procedure are amended to abolish peremptory strikes
under those rules, iIn accordance with the attachment to this
order, effective January 1, 2022.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that these amendments shall be

applicable to all cases iIn which the first day of jury selection

occurs after January 1, 2022.



Arizona Supreme Court No. R-21-0020
Page 2 of 5

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that any Arizona Hlocal rules of
practice that provide for peremptory strikes in jury selection
shall be amended by separate order.

DATED this 28th day of September, 2021.

/s/
ROBERT BRUTINEL
Chief Justice
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ATTACHMENT!
RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR EVICTION ACTIONS

Rule 12. Trial by Jury

a. When an action is called for trial by jury, the jury panel shall be assembled. Voir
dire may be conducted by the court. Failure to submit written voir dire questions a day
before the panel is assembled waives the right to submit questions. When; aAfter
challenges for cause are exercised, a panel of thirteen seven jurors in justice court or

fifteen nine |uror in superlor courtrsavaﬂableshall be assembled theeeurt—sha”—permﬁ

supenepeeurt—. One of the Jurors shaII be selected as the alternate after the eV|dence is
presented and before deliberations.

b.-d. [No change]

JUSTICE COURT RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE
Rule 134. Trials

a. Trial procedures. The court may impose reasonable time limits for a trial or for
any portion of a trial. The order of proceedings in a trial by jury, so far as applicable, also
governs a trial to a judge without a jury. A jury will be summoned, and a trial to a jury
will proceed, as provided by Title 22, Chapter 2 of the Arizona Revised Statutes, and as
provided by this rule. Unless the parties agree otherwise, the number of individuals
selected as trial jurors, and the number of jurors needed to render a verdict, shall be as
provided by Title 21, Chapter 1, of the Arizona Revised Statutes, or as otherwise
provided by law. The order of trial is as follows:

(1) Potential jurors are summoned to the court and are given an oath to truthfully
answer questions about their qualifications to serve as trial jurors. The judge, and the
parties as the judge may allow, then ask questions to prospective jurors concerning their
qualifications and fitness to serve as jurors. Potential jurors may be challenged for cause
during the course of questioning. Upon request, the judge may allow the parties to make
brief openlng statements to the prospectlve Jurors before the questlonlng process A#er

The jUI’OI’S then selected to hear the case are sworn, and the Judge gives the Jury
preliminary instructions concerning the jury's duties, its conduct, the order of proceeding,
and elementary legal principles that govern the trial. The judge will instruct the jurors

1 Additions to text are indicated by underscoring; deletions by strikeouts.
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that each of them may take handwritten notes during the trial, which the jurors can take to
the jury room, and the court will provide jurors with note-taking materials.

(2)-(13) [No change]
b. [No change}



