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O R D E R 

On October 14, 2021, Jennifer Albright, Senior Policy 

Analyst for the Administrative Office of the Courts, filed a 

rule petition to amend Rule 56 of the Rules of the Supreme Court 

of Arizona.  The proposed amendment is intended to correct an 

error that was made when the Court amended Rule 56 in its August 

27, 2020 order regarding R-20-0034. The amendments inadvertently 

abrogated an earlier set of amendments to the rule that the 

Court adopted in a December 12, 2019 order regarding R-19-0040.  

Before those amendments, State Bar counsel was authorized to 

enter a diversion agreement with a respondent only before a 

disciplinary investigation began; the amendments expanded that 

authority to permit counsel to enter such an agreement while an 

investigation is on-going.  

As the error in the Court’s August 27, 2020 order deprives 

State Bar counsel of the authority that this Court intended to 

grant in its order regarding R-19-0040, Petitioner requests that 
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the petition be given expedited consideration under Rule 

28(h)(1), Rules of the Supreme Court of Arizona, and that the 

proposed rule amendment be adopted on an emergency basis under 

Rule 28(h)(2) of the same rules.  Upon consideration, 

IT IS ORDERED granting the request to consider this 

petition on an expedited basis.   

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that during its December 2021 Rules 

Agenda, the Court will consider whether to adopt the proposed 

rule amendments on an emergency basis.  If it does, the Court 

will open the rule amendments for public comment about whether 

they should be adopted on a permanent basis, with the comment 

period ending on May 1, 2022, and any reply due on June 1, 2022.  

The Court then would decide whether to adopt the rule amendments 

on a permanent basis during its August 2022 Rules Agenda. 

DATED this 15th day of October, 2021. 
 
 
 
          ______/s/_____________________ 
          ROBERT BRUTINEL 
          Chief Justice 
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TO: 

Rule 28 Distribution 
Jennifer Albright 
 


