SUPREME COURT OF ARIZONA

In the Matter of ) Arizona Supreme Court
) No. R-21-0016
RULE 45(a)(2), RULES OF THE )
SUPREME COURT ))
)
)
)
) FILED 08/30/2021

ORDER

A petition having been filed proposing to amend Rule
45(a)(2) of the Rules of the Supreme Court of Arizona and
comments having been received, upon consideration,

IT IS ORDERED denying Rule Petition R-21-0016.

The petition proposes amending Rule 45(a)(2) to require
Arizona licensed attorneys, who are not otherwise exempt, to
dedicate one hour of continuing legal education (“CLE”) to
training on diversity and inclusion, as part of the current
requirement that attorneys receive three hours of education 1in
professional responsibility each year. The Court supports legal
education addressing diversity and inclusion issues, just as it
supports education concerning other important topics, such as
mental health, sex trafficking, and victim’s rights. But it has
historically refrained from setting a curriculum for attorneys
to achieve their educational goals, believing it preferable for

them to do so. The Court continues to take this approach.
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Mandatory Continuing Legal Education Regulation 101(L)
provides that “Professional Responsibility (Ethics) Hours” may
be satisfied by attending programs that ‘“address diversity and
inclusion in the legal system of all persons regardless of race,
ethnicity, religion, national origin, gender, sexual
orientation, gender 1identity, or disabilities, as well as, the
elimination of bias.” Such content has been, and continues to
be, available. The Court 1invites State Bar members to take
advantage of these educational opportunities.

DATED this 25th day of August, 2021.

/s/
ROBERT BRUTINEL
Chief Justice
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